Agni (fire) , Rna( runa-loan), shatru (enemy), if remain even in small trace (shesham) 
will grow again(punah punah pravardheta), so finish them completely (tatah shesham 
na karayet). 

TjfejcZfT #f&T T>oHlid ^TcRT 31^OT^lfad<H I 

ar<t: crfTsnuRpn^^rafn a^ki^ 1 1 

There are three jewels in this earth. They are water, food and Subhaashita!! But the 
Fools call the pieces of rocks as Jewels! Subhaashitaa are nothing but the collection 
of vast experiences of people or in other words wise sayings. 

fasftcHil^d^-cci^ ^<idiilcj ajfcn 1 1 3. 

There is no official coronation (RaajyaBhishekh) ceremony held to declare that lion is 
the king of jungle. He becomes king by his own attributes and heroism ('Parakram'). 

cRTfr ^cTT cj^: ^RfTT rfcf 3TT?xT: I 
rjcf ^TCRTSM cf5?T <*>^|fed d1^«H 1 1 tf . 

When it cathes fire in forest, wind is there to assist it.(sakha bhavati marutah). Same 
wind destroys a small lamp(sa eva deep nashayay). If one dosen't have power/wealth, 
he dosent have friends (krshe kasyaasti sahrdam ). The above Subhaashita is very 
much applicable from the national point of view. One will support you if you are 
powerful or else the same will destroy you. So the only alternative with us is to 
become a mighty and powerful nation in the world. 

f^JT RlclKldl £R ?TT3rf: T&W IffM^M I 

UcNWI: ^Tfyt: Rm^d^d^fTRRI ^RRT W 73T*M I I K. 

A crooked man's (Durjan) Knowledge (Vidya) is used by him only for the 
arguments (ViVaad), his Wealth (Dhanam) results in him becomming an egoistic 
(Madaaya) person and his Power (Shakthi) is used just to trouble others 
(Paripidaanaaya). The opposite is true for a good man (sajjan). His Knowledge (Vidya) 
is used for good purposes, his wealth is used to donate (Daanaaya) it to others and 
his power/might is used to protect (Rakshanaaya) the weak. 

cIcT agfcf cHl[dcci.rjV|U||^ 31^2^ cfcTJT I | 8, . 
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The strength (Balam) of the weak (Durbal) is King (Raja) [The king is expected to 
protect the weak]. Crying(Rodanam) is the strength of a small child [Parents accede to 
the child's demand due to the child's crying. Thus crying is the strength of a child as it 
can get what it desires by crying!]. Not expressing the views is the strength of an 
unintillegent person! [People think that the person talks less, which is considered as a 
good habit] And telling lies is the strength of a thief. Thieves get away with their crimes 
by their art of telling the untruth. Let's identify our strengths!! 

3T3ci #cT TO ^cT cZng #cT W ^cT x\ \ 
3OTT5T cftcf ^JTcT^fT ^clUldcb: I I (9. 

Horse (Ashwam)? - No, Elephant (Gajam)? - No, Tiger (VyaGhram)?? - 
No, Not at all!! Only the baby goat (AjaaPutram) is sacrificed during any ritual. 
Conclusion is that even God does not protect the weak!! 

cRTQcJdR;: iTTCfRT q^tewl I C. 

In all the 18 'Puranas' Shri. Vyaasa Maharshi has told only two gospels: Doing favour 
to others is 'Punya' and troubling others is 'Paapa' (Sin)!! 

fecHldil" OTTCKT ^fcT^^TroT I 

cf 3cifaRfd ^ii^ejR ll?. 

Starting from Himalayas and extending upto Indu sarovaram (Indian Ocean) 
is the nation created by God which is known as 'Hindusthan'. Himalayan ranges 
including Hindukush parvat on Western side and the ranges extending upto North 
Myanmar ( Brahmadesh) on the Eastern side formed the Northern Boundary of 
ancient Hindusthan. This land extended upto the Indian Ocean on the Southern side. 
This is the sacred land where God took Birth from time to time and recreated and 
established the social structure. 

rjcfi?iy^d^l OTTSIKJMcHd: I 

^f ^f ^li l?T3f^T tjftefT d^cHHcll: | | 90. 

All the people over the earth (Pruthiwyam Sarvamanavaha) should take lessons about 
living and building their characters from the ancestors (Rishis and Saints) 
(Agrajanmanaha) who took birth in this land, Nation. (Etaddesh prasootasya) 
The Hindu culture and heritage is the greatest of it's kind in this world and has power 
to lead and show right path to the whole world. 

3fer to: TT?T %fcT ^FRT cT^cTCTRTl 
3<k^dMI c£dcHcb<H I I °)°). 

Consideration like "he is mine or he is another's" occur only to the narrow minded 
persons. To the broad-minded persons the whole world is a family. 
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Every moment one should learn, from every bit one should earn. 
If you waste a second (kshan) you can't get knowledge (vidya) and if you waste a bit 
(kan) u can't get money (artham) 



Speed is the glory of Horse (Ashwa) . The majestic walk is the glory of elephant (Gaja) 
Being wise ('Chatur') is an asset to women (Naarya) and always being engaged in 
some work (Udyogo) suits the man. 

3TTSTT: ^d^Ho^l arftr ^fcrfcT I 
clRTW 3TT3TT «H£lxHI£cft cb<|Rld 3TT ~Z <^lid I I 9y. 

Hunger, Thirst (Trut) and desire (Aasha) are like man's three wives. Until he is alive 
these three will never leave him or go else where. In comparison of the three, desire 
(Aasha) is a 'MahaSaadhvi' because it NEVER EVER leaves the man. Unlike hunger 
and thirst which disappear for some time after eating /drinking, desire is the thing 
which never disappeares from man's mind!! 

c^d^lief oHv^cfcxH Jp^JTeJ c^dcHo^d I 

sacrifice your own interest for sake of your family, sacrifice family for village, sacrifice 
village for cause of nation and sacrifice everything for Atma. 

^TT3T? cH^^ld cHd^d'ofllilRm I 

3T%HT ^TfeT 4l^cbW^^criaT: I I 95. 

There is no letter which is not a mantra(which cant be used in mantra), there is no 
root, which can't form some medicine, there is no person who is absolutely useless. 
But persons who can identify their utility and put them in proper usage are rare. 

i|^l<£JkU|^cfd ^ £rf ^icT frs^RJ: I I 919. 

The word "dharma" is derived from verb "dharaNa". it is "dharma" which holds society 
together. Hence if something is able to hold people together, no doubt it is dharma. 

Ejaff % 3lf£l^fa?r^ #fen: TT^itf: .HcHNI: I I 9£. 




Eating (or things needed for survival), sleep, fear from somebody and sex life (for 
reproduction), these habits are common between human beings and animals. 
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(in this respect we cant differentiate between man and animal). It is "dharma" which is 
additional important quality of man, without which he is same as an animal. 

~Z cfT 31$ ^t^T cfc|<HW Iftcf : f^RTf rfcf I 
3TTc5R^ cblcHlil ^tcf: IPRTt awfcf I I 9?. 

O Maitreyi! Man is not loved (by his wife) because he is husband, but because of the 
'Atma' (Soul) in him. 

doM^ cTcR doilKR|%cTcl^cTl 
^3^dfed«Hoi|od UcTcT^TcST 37cT I I 2o. 

Telling truth is recommended, but more than that, tell those things which are in 
interest of all. According to me (nArada here) thing which is beneficial to large 
community, is truth. 

er^f yoii^dcil ^f^cT ct^toti i ?s . 

There is no kingdom nor any king! No criminal nor any judge to give the penalty to the 
criminal!! All the people protect each other by the virtue of Dharma. This is a 'varnan' 
of an 'Aadarsha' samaj !! A samaj which is a 'live' samaj in which each and every 
individual lives completely up to his responsibility!! Only a samaj which will be made 
up of such 'ideal' individuals can 'realise' the above subhaashita!! 

One example is worth mentioning. If the number of social service organisations such 
as orphanages, child care centres etc. keep growing then is it a healthy sign of 
progress of society or not?? Infact such institutions will come up because the relatives 
or neighbours may have failed to do their Dharma!! 

this is told by Bhishmacharya to Yudhisthir in shantiparva (after mahabharat war), 
while he was lying on "sharapanjari" waiting for bed. Bhishmacharya is generally 
telling dharmaraja about hou good his rule should be. you may have noticed that the 
subhashit is in past tans. 

this situation (praja dharmeNaiva parasparm rakshanti sma) was there in India long 
back, much before raja-praja system was introduced. To my knowledge ekshwaku 
was the first king (any body can correct me if i'm wrong.) 

^TcST ^JlcT IWT ^llcrH^lld ^fflfwT I 
Rl^TWo|l^ci<H gil^: ^RTcR: II??. 

speak true, speak what is pleasant to others, don't tell truth which is not pleasant 
(which is harmful) (similarly) even though pleasant, don't speak false, this is Darmah 
You will find this "eshah dharmah sanatanah" in many subgashitas normally this is 
kept at the end. to emphasize on what poet is trying to say. other such part is "iti 
smrtah", "iti nishchayah" etc. 
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Lakshman, This Golden Lanka does not allure me. Mother and Motherland is dearer 
to me even than heaven. This 'Shloka' is from the conversation between Lord Shree 
Ram and Lakshmana in 'Valmiki Ramayana'. It is very appropriate to remember the 
shloka on the occasion of Vijayadashami. Over six thousand years ago, after the great 
Victory over Ravana, on the day of Vijayadashami, Lord Shree Ram tells Lakshmana 
that He was not interested in the wealth of Lanka and did never want to rule Lanka. 
He would rather go back to His Motherland. Later 'Vibheeshana' was made the king of 
Lanka. 

cH^unodiid chrrf^i^fcRfr ^T: y^fcmi 

RMcIIcH^I m<b\±\ «H«HIL|WJ ^rejT clef I I . 

Enmity ends with death, our job is over. (Now) he(rAvaNa) is mine as he is yours, so 
do his cremation properly. These are sentences of ShriRAma after the death of 
rAvaNa on vijayA dashami. This reflects our sanskriti. 

As rAvaNa was dead, his brother bibhishan was hesitating for cremation. According to 
him rAvaNa's body was not worthy of proper treatment, to this our shrirAma says, now 
that he is dead, he is not our enemy and deserves proper sanskara. compare this 
against how Mongol (or in general muslim) invaders trreated with bodies of our kings. 

cf51c2T€ll^o|ic|oil^o| cJoTcTf Jl^jcl sJ|<Hdl<H I 
cdl^d W d^lHi EteJT cbcl£<H cJTl | 

A intelligent ('buddhiman') man spends his time in the research and studies of 
literature ('Kaavya') and philosophy ('Shastras' like Veda Shastra, dharma shastra 
etc.). Or in other words the said subjects are means of his entertainment (He gets 
satisfaction due to the studies of 'kaavya' and philosophy). 

In contrast a unintelligent ('Murkha') man gets satisfaction in bad habits like sleep 
(Laziness), quarrel or some type of addiction. Tatparya (Conclusion): 
In this subhaashita the subhaashitkar has in short advised the reader that how should 
one spend his/her time!! May be according to him a 'buddhiman' is a person who 
invests his time in order to get some thing 'valuable' and long lasting!! 

ctc\K 73fcT ^cttZ 7^cT ?4fcT ISTfeicT ^£RTcT I 

X X X X X X 

A book says: Protect me from oil (Oily products which leave a mark on the page); 
Protect me from water; Also protect me from the loose binding; And after doing all this 
please do not hand me over to a 'Murkha' (unintelligent) person!! 
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fcf&TTfcT cf5RT: ch>^)U||L|^|U||«H L|^L|ch>l^ ^^5T| I 2(9 



The ears of a 'sajjan' (Honest/Good) person looks more good and pleasant hearing 
some knowledge ('Vidya') and not by the ear-rings ('Kundal'). Donating something 
more suites the hand than the bangles. 

Like wise the body of a 'sajjan' person more suites by doing favours on others 
('paropkar') than application of sandalwood's cream to itself. 

aTTWJ, ^T^T l^TT ^rklWaTRcft I 
cl^jtfe <*>|oi|<H d^l^ft ^|fad<H I \*C. 

Amongst languages, language of gods (girvANbharati - Sanskrit) is sweet, in that 
poetry is beautyful and still in that subhAshit. 

fejtR3 dJ*T arf fa^e^ dJ*T ofUTcT 112?. 

For a generous person, money or wealth is insignificant (is equivalent to grass). For a 
brave person, death has no value (or it is no cause of worry). For a selfless 
(virakta) person, his family is insignificant. And for a person who has no desires 
(nispRha), this world is of no interest. 

TToSRT fe[R TTuSRt I I 3 o . 

Ruler ship and learning is not comparable any time. King gets respect from his own 
country where as learned person gets it from everywhere. 

^RsQ ytfci ^ifq ~Z cjoR^cT I 

One should avoid friendship or warm relationship with wicked person, 
(like a coal), if hot (he) burns (your hands) if cold, (he) blackens (your) hands, (i.e. if 
he is bad to you, they will surely cause some problem to you, but even if he is good to 
you, contact alone will cause some problem). 

JdM^l aTTcTT €TcF>fT WT?3TcTT ^TcTT I 

^ifad^H^iiJ) ^en arrcTT fei jtcTT 1 1 33. 

Here the poet describes the supremacy of Subhashitas. On this earth the 
"RASA"(implied meaning) of subhashitas is so sweet that the grapes felt ashamed (of 
its sweetness) and crestfallen. The sweeter sugar got hard (Ashma - stone ) and the 
sweetest "AMRITA" ( necter) pulled itself back to the heaven. 

Riodciki % fat^i 3tkt^t yidRbiii 1 
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It is improper to start digging the well after the house has caught fire! We should be 
pro-active i.e. we should have the solutions ready even before some problem comes 
to us. 

^ry^i ?fer tmr ^IcHcki: 1 1 $y. 

Only one person dies due to the poison; By the weapons too only one living creature 
can die. But due to the incorrect decisions by the king, the king himself, the whole 
nation and it's citizens can die!! 

The learned and the intelligent readers can derive the significance of the above 
subhaashita and understand it's implications by looking back at our history, even in 
the past 50 years. No need to mention specifically the sufferings caused to the 
Kashmiri pandits in the Kashmir valley as the result of the decisions that were made!!! 

u|oiHlod^^4lftsfei <H)iMI^ 1 1 3H. 

The people who bow down to the Sun (perform SUryanamaskArs)everyday, poverty 
does not arise intheir lives for thousands of births. (The people who are punctual in 
their duties like Sun, never become poor.) 

ajqicT Oj^cc|«Hli|lid cpi ^fei ^cT $J53flcT 1 1 35. 

Greatness is not by birth, greatness is decided by qualities (of a person). 
As it increases from milk to curd to ghee. 

3^<H feltelfeT cbl4fu| ^3RT7^: I 

~Z % ^CcR3 \&6&\ Pilfer ^H: I I 3(9. 

Any work will not get accomplished just merely by desiring for it's completion. A 'prey' 
by itself doesn't enter in to the sleeping lion's mouth!!! 

By giving an example of a lion the subhashitkAra here wants to emphasize that the 
desire and capabilities should be added by the efforts and hard work to achieve the 
goal! Even if the lion has the capabilities to catch it's prey, the prey will not 
automatically fall in it's mouth!! 

7-ejR&Ji5£T: ^ ?Tt3T^ ^cTT: %?TT OTT OT: I 
^fcT fcffTTST cHldcHM ^f£JR ^f llfto^d I I 

It looks odd if teeth, hair, nails, and men are not at their proper place. Knowing this, 
wise man never leaves his place (occupation). This subhaShitA suggests that every 
body should stick to his/her duty. Doing something else is not desirable. 
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The sun looks alike while rising and setting. Great men too remain alike in both the 
good and bad times. 

lfe^¥^^^^^W: I I yo. 

There is no achievement like peace (the word tapa might be used here to emphasize 
the efforts required to keep your mind peaceful.), there is no happiness like 
satisfaction, there is no disease like desire, there is no dharma like mercy. 

dcftllfewl JM: cffJEJT Jftmclokd: I 

meff cfc^T: ^TT: §J£j J|)dl<£d 3T£cT I I «9 . 

All Upanishads are (like)cows, Gopalnandana (Shrikrishna) is their keeper. Intelligent 
Partha (Arjun) is the calf who enjoys the milk and splendid GeetAmRit is the milk of 
these cows. (Geeta is the precise summary of all Upanishadas.) 

t3: ?M cfcjo: ?M cf5t dcbe^l: I 
^k#d^o cJe^T: e^Gfcf5t cfcfD: I I y?. 

It is said that, if one dilutes milk with water, and gives to swan, swan is able to extract 
milk and drink it. (dudh ka dudh pani ka pani) Swan is white, crane is (also) white, 
(then) what is the difference between crane and swan? when it comes to extracting 
milk from a mixture, swan is swan and crane is crane, i.e. crane does not have this 
ability. 

This subhashit is trying to explain that the external appearance does not make a 
person great but his qualities. It also explains that wise people precisely know what is 
useful and what is not. 

cJW: cpSJTt IW: cpjft cf5t ftcbcblcMl : | 
cl^'dcblcl OTT^ cJW: cIW: to: iW: I l«?. 

Crow is black, cuckoo bird is (also) black. What is the difference between crow and 
cuckoo bird ? (But) When spring arrives crow is crow and cuckoo bird is cuckoo bird. 
(With the advent of spring, cuckoo bird starts singing with its sweet voice, but crow 
does not have this ability.) This subhashit is exactly in lines with the previous 
subhashit. 

3i# z\ cri z\ TT^te ctenerT^arrff i 
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Oh! King; we both are 'LOKANATHA'. Only the difference is that I am 'bahuvrihi' ( the 
one whose guardians are people) and on the contrary you are 'Shashthipurush' ( the 
guardian of people i.e. ruler or king.) 

^cfaTT: TT^R^TcTcf lyilcllRoj: | 

3lto^l W iTeZf^T cfcffTT sftcTT W c^cfo: I ItfK. 

( This 'shlok' is from the conversation between Mahamantri Vidur and Dhritarashtra in 
Mahabharat. Vidur says,) Your Majesty, always good speaking people can be easily 
found. (But) a person speaking bitter (truth) and one who listens to him are both 
difficult to find. 

§fo lyi|c|l41id tcT^l%3c|kHcbkU|<H I 

Never believe a wicked person even if he is talking in (your) favor. 
There is honey on his toung's tip (i.e. his language is sweet), but there is poison in his 
heart (i.e. his mind is full of wicked thoughts) 

di%ufd«!il<&2* cJ7 2TQT S{ c^fo I 
^rif cT^Tcfr crJIcT^f §5^3 ^ ^ I I tfO. 

When it comes to comparison between a serpent and a wicked person, it is the 
serpent who is the better of the two. (Because,) a sperpent bites occasionally( very 
seldom). But, the wicked person stings(causes pain) at every step(always). 

cri rjcf5t aroft g^t ~z w ^rsfeidi^fii 1 

It's better to have one good ('Gunvaan' is the exact word! i.e. the one who has many 
good qualities) son than to have 100 foolish ('Murkha') sons. The darkness is expelled 
by one single moon and not by the group of stars!! 

cf5^ cT^Tcf cf^ft cf5^T£^ ^R^clcfl I 

cb^d^cl ^oi)Rlo<: yan^ costal ly?. 

At the tip of the hand(fingers), is the abode of Goddess Lakshmi; in the center of the 
hand(the palm) stays Goddess Sarasvati. At the base of the hand(wrist), there is Lord 
Vishnu. Hence, in the morning, one should take a glimpse of his/her hands first. 
[We count money by the finger-tips. We write by holding the pen in our fingers and 
palm. All the work that we can do, is because of the wrists(Vishnu is the Lord of the 
Universe who governs its functioning). So, on waking up in the morning, one should 
have a "darshan" of his hands.] 

f^"?t^ £R to ci|d<^ £R zrfcT: I 
M^dl^b £R erf: €!TcT ^TcNt f ET5RT 1 1 Ho. 
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Knowledge ('Vidya') is the real wealth, in a foreign land, So is Cleverness, at tough 
times. Righteousness ('Dharma') is the only wealth that can buy Heaven ('Par-lok'). 
Verily, Good Conduct ('Sheel') is the wealth everywhere and at all the times! 

czr^^crefcTUcrlfertoT£R ^rfencgejRi Iks. 

It cannot be stolen by thieves, Nor can it be taken away by kings. It cannot be divided 
among brothers and It does not cause a load on your shoulders. If spent, It indeed 
always keeps growing. The wealth of knowledge is the most superior wealth of all! 

crrfcT: ^iddlft rjci ^fGT cJcT ^ 73#T I I K2. 

As a person with dirty cloth does not hesitate to sit anywhere, a person whose 
character is spoiled, will not hesitate to do bad. Every one must have experienced this 
( the first half I mean :-) ) particularly in rainy days, when you come out of your home, 
you will take all care to protect yourself from the mud etc. But once somebody 
splashes some of it on you, you are tension free, you will not be bothered by the mud 
there after. Similarly to save your character, you have to take care only at first time. 

^ ^cfT c^u^Kldl 73ifeT ^Mldcld I 

^ ^^dj^Qd Gj££2TT d^luldlOd cffl 1 1 K3. 

Parmeshwar (God) doesn't himself take a 'danda' (Stick) in his hand to protect 
someone. But he gives the 'buddhi' (Intelligence) to a person whose safety he wishes, 
to withstand any attack ! One can recall many instances in the life of Shivaji Maharaj 
where the above subAshita can be perfectly applied! 

cfrfeff cilcbcH iiiciocbi4 ^ l^ejfcr I 
3?ctH w ^ oflcbidiicH^ y^uMcH 1 1 Ky. 

A person, who wants to get some work done from another person, praises him till the 
work is pending, (after the work is done, he doesn't need that person. As,) once you 
cross a river, why will you need a boat? This Subhashit describes, how selfish we are 
when dealing with others. Obviously not to be practiced. 

3^M|cH[M c|^| ^TetfcT: cbl^HlRjcfoT I 
d_u1«jJu|oc|cHNo^(|£Zr^ cHrKQdcH: I IKK. 

What the subhAshitkar wants to covey through this subhAshita is that the greatest of 
the tasks can be done by arranging/organising the small small things. This message is 
coveyed by giving the example of a thick rope that is used to bind an elephant. A thick 
rope gains it's strength due to it's innumerous small threads that are binded together, 
which in turn has so much of strength as to hold an elephant. 'Small drops of water 
makes the ocean' also conveys the same meaning. 

3TM^RTT^fffT dddJIcHojld 3RT^t rfcf I 
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atiparichayAdavjNa -If you go too much close to some one it is likely that people may 
not listen (Awandya means your order will not be obeyed) saMtatgamanAt anAdaro 
bhavati - Same is true if you go & visit some one frequnetly you will be insulted. YOu 
may nor be treated with same respect as always. 

malaye bhillA purandhrl chandanatarukAShTham iMdhanam kurute - To support this 
above saying , example is given of a woman (Purandhri) living on Malaya Mountain 
Where Sandal wood is available in abundance. So she uses it for her daily rituals like 
burning it to cook food etc., But for the rest of the world same sandal wood is very 
costly because it is not so easily available to them. 

TTtf: ^TcT: ^ffcT <£x>cR : ^Tcf: I 
^r4: SlTJgfcT c^fo ?TR^ftcf 1 1 HO. 

A snake is cruel and so is the wicked person. But a wicked person should be called 
more cruel than the snake because the snake can be calmed by some techniques 
('Mantras'), but the wicked person cannot be kept in control by any such techniques! 

elided m cpsrffuT craffuT dl^d I 
nrCd"^^fe€Tcrtf ^Q^cKlT^dJ IH£. 

First line - Till the son is five years old one should pamper him. When he crosses five 
till he becomes 10 he should be spanked. (Tadayet means to spank) in reality those 
are the years when one needs to discipline him. 

However, when he turns 16, he should be treated like a friend. ( Means he should feel 
that he is grown up and his opinion matters, which can happen when he is treated like 
a friend.) 

5T*£%3Tt ~Z 357tdT STc^ 3T£jfej^ ^t^Old ^Wl 

fera £dloi) s{ cf^ttcr ^ jjujRy «hi ^1 ^c^ld 1 1 k?. 

A fully filled water container will not create much noise as compared to the half filled 
one. (When the containers are given some jirk the water inside it will also move and 
create some noise.). Similarly 'Vidvaan' (Intelligent) people always remain calm and 
will not have any mis-placed pride as opposed to the people who know very less but 
always keep talking. 

3T^Je^l apfo 0|ry>Qd xLicHcHQcUcH I 

SfaT: ^eilc|^TiiQdteTT^4cHd: H^T I I So. 

X 1 

(all) creatures go to death one by one. (in spite of this,) rest (who are not dead yet) 
wish to live for ever. Nothing is more surprising than this. 

This is from Mahabharata, encounter of Yudhishthira with Gandharva. Gandharva 
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asked Dharmaraja(Yudhishthira), what is the most surprising thing on the earth. In 
response to this, Dharmaraja gave this answer. 



Meaning Line 1 

There is only one bird (Khag) who has very high self esteem and self respect, Let that 
that Chataka (that bird's name) live long life (Chiranjeev) 

Meaning line -2 

Line two explains why is he called Khagomani. He would prefer to die because of 
thirst but will ask for water only from God Indra (Purandar). Means, he drinks only rain 
water. He will never drink water from the pond or stored water. Such high self respect 
and self esteem he has. 

In our context we can take it this way, if you want to ask some thing then ask that 
greatest almighty who is the supreme self and not anyone else. If we want to be like 
Chataka or if we want to learn something from this bird. In other words dont do 
Yachana( Yachana is like asking something from some one as u are in need) to any 
one but only to the greatest authority which is GOD. 

This bird comes in many contexts in Marathi or Sanskrit. There is a phrase used when 
u are waiting on something we say , u are waiting like Chataka (Who waits for 
raindrop to feed himself water) 

3o ^ diddcj^e^ afcTcf^ | ^ crM cb^ciidg | 

^fe^MEficRR^ 3ff ftfefcllclj I 30 STfe STffeT: €TTT5cT: I ^ . 

OM May that Brahman protect us both (Teacher & Disciple); 
May that Brahman nourish us both; May we work in harmony with great vigor; 
May our study be illuminating and fruitful; May we not hate each other. 
Om.. Peace, Peace.. Peace. 

^Togt cJ5cT?T ^ifer m Sit: ^cHNIdl 1 1^3. 

(In a house) where fools are not honoured (fools are not involved in decision making), 
where there are enough stocks of food (and things required in day to days life) and 
where there is no conflict between husband and wife, there 'lakshmi' (prosperity) 
comes by its own. 

^rerr ^rcs^^kcii^) arrror <m ^ cj I 

rjci%€lk-o||fu| 6f^Tefic^3Te^3T^T: CTJcl^ cf^cT I I ^ . . . ^3£cT y 
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Just like a donkey which carries the sandal wood on it's back doesn't know the 
importance (Or 'Value') of the sandal wood but only knows (Realises) about some 
weight which is put on it's back, in the same way many learned people who have 
studied the 'Shaastras' (Sciences) don't realise the true meaning of it and simply carry 
the 'weight' of the knowledge! 

?RT: 3JJt: ^l^lsM^d ^M?^f afflsN^dll^dl: I 

ajxf: ^ERT: ^Sllfitf : OTR€lldoi|^^^ I I . 

Deer follow deer, cows follow cows, horses follow horses (like that) fool people follow 
fools, and wise people go after wise, (good) friendship develops among those who 
have similar character and hobbies. 

d'jj£ch)lN>: yTO : tH^ftl ^Hldc) I 
^IcTT? oTcT^ TTS^I ^fef ^cloilMel 1 1 tt. 

The sea which is only collecting the water and not giving to anyone (Rather it's water 
cannot be used by humans directly for drinking/cooking) is present at the lower ground 
level of earth and in contrast the clouds which donate the water fjala daan') thunder 
from the higher altitudes. 

Here the subhAshitkAra wants to emphasise that the person who does the 'daana' 
(One who donates- The act of giving the personal belongings) always achieves the 
higher place than the person who just does the 'sangraha' (collection) without the 
'daana'. 

erf 2jt cfT£J^ erff 5T erf: c|?erfcJ5: I 
3lf^£JT^^ erf: erf: xHoHRlsMH I I 8,19. 

Subhashitkar is addressing Satyavikram in this Subhashit. dharma which violates 
other's dharma, is not true dharma. It is kudharma. (bad dharma) dharma which is not 
against others interest is true dharma. 

dharma here is, duties of a person. 

?T^^5Tra^§r^: TjfScT: I 

cfcCT^I^i^^TcTT arafcT cfT cfT I \$C. 

Among the hundred people only one is brave. 

Among the thousands of them only one is a 'Pandit' 

Among the ten thousands only one is a good orator, 

But the people who "give" ('daata' - One who donates) are very very rare. 

^TRTCT: fa^dl^RRTT: Ucf cbc|cr|<H I 
^R^I^r^cT^cdT>^ocl«H ^ <£>did IIS,?. 

(pay attention as to how words are used here) If (the word) "sAkShara" (literate) is 
inverted, it becomes "rAkShasa" (devil), (but) if (the word) "sarasa" (good) is inverted, 
it remains "sarasa" This meaning is apparent if we play word game. 
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But the the other more imp. meaning is as follows, A "sakshara" (literate or educated 
person) can behave like a "rakshas" (a wicked person) in certain situations. But a 
"saras" (good person, cultured person, gentleman) will not leave his this property (of 
being good person) in any condition. Subhashitkar is telling us to be a sarasa person 
along with being sAkShara. 

3loHcilci TTiT Rl^KMcHd : tR^T I 

3T^T 3#Tcf5T ^T: d||c|ov^|cj wfeRTTl lOo. 

Giving food to the hungry is a good deed (Donation of the food is a very good 
donation - 'anna dAnam'). But more than the above type of 'dAna', educating the 
people (Teaching - 'vidya dAnam') is more better type of 'dAna' because by food one's 
hunger would be calmed down only for the time being. But the knowledge attained is 
helpful for whole of our life. 

Therefore it is said that 'vidya dAna' is the most important among various other types 
of dAna. Also refer to the previous subAshit Kr. 51 (The wealth of knowledge is the 
most superior wealth of all!) 

3J?fel m Rl^Hlid wft c£cNr cTSTT I 
?f^£J?^ ^5cn^SW MWIch^bcUHIcU: I I 09 . 

Five characteristics of a fool person are stated; haughtiness, wicked statements, 
anger (for nothing), strong arguments (without support) and lack of respect/tolerance 
to others opinion. 

tor cnfq arpsFtsfcr en l 

^f idcxijod^oi 3% ^fcT cf5e2fcT 1 1 19?. 

If seeing or touching (somebody); hearing or speaking with (somebody), touches your 
heart, then it is called love/affection... 

cHcH^d ibidci) c[3TT dcH^d ajjuRT <5RT: I 
^Ccbcbl^rT aj^few ^ dcH^d cKMd | | (93. 

The branches of a tree with full of fruits bend towards the earth (Due to the weight of 
the fruits). In the same way good people are also modest fnamra') towards the other 
people. 

But the unwise people ('murkha') are like a dry stick which never bends (They do not 
show respect for others). 

cT3T3^J RJW ^ct ^TcTRt ^fe^T cRT I I Otf . 

Here, subhAShitkAr comparing a wicked person with poisonous creatures, 
he says, scorpion's poison is in its tail, bee's poison is in its mouth. 
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snake has poison in its teeth, (but) a wicked person has it (poison) everywhere in his 
body. 

subhAShitkAr wants to say that these other poisonous animals are better than a 
wicked person because they are not "fully" poisonous as him. 

yajcHcldlfd ^fT ctiil«Hdl«H WRod: 

diclcl«H«^dchcti 4^|v^c|cHloc1«H 

^d^Mcbk' ^nerat Ri^wQd 1 1 OH. 

The subhAshit is talking about the similarity of a coconut tree and a good person. 
(The coconut tree) remembers the very small amount of (salty) water which it has 
drunk in its early ages, and it carries very good tasty water on his head throughout its 
life. In the similar way good people do not forget (even a very small) favour ('upkAr') 
done to them. (by others) 

ftctfcT tcf JlTii^d dJ|ctlt|u| ^TT£TcT: I 
3TTc|fecT ^Terr^Tcfe^T fcpSTRJ^ I I (9^ . 

Bad company does not induce changes (bad habits) in a good person, (as) 
(poisonous) snakes (cobra) on sandal tree does not cause that tree to become 
poisonous. 

3#r^ aTI«HRl^ui Mm l 

^faf^diefe faciei ykT: 11(9(9. 

N 

(During sagarmanthan) Gods did not get satisfied with precious jewels (ratna) nor they 
fell pray to the terror of the deadly poison. They did not rest until they did get 'amrit' 
(which was the aim of the sagarmanthan exercise). The people with patience (good 
qualities) do not rest (stop) until they get the (pre)determined (targetted) result. 

ycbi>i yffe: 5^ a^cTl \oc. 

By breaking the pots, tearing off the cloths, (or) by riding on a donkey, by hook or by 
crook, person should become popular. In this Subhashit, Subhaashitkar is describing 
those people, whose aim is just to become popular by any means. If we look around in 
our society, we will find plenty of them. A few people are always engaged in these 
"ghaTam bhindyAt" types of activities and by that they earn fame, they've got nothing 
else to bank on. Obviously Subhaashitkar is asking us to check whether we are doing 
anything like that. 
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A big storm which uproots the strongest and the biggest trees, doesn't harm the small 
grass grown on the ground! (If a big storm can uproot the huge tree then why can't it 
uproot a small grass from the ground?!) 

Like wise the strong people who have good qualities will not trouble the poor who 
have less might as compared to themselves. The other meaning of this subhAshita 
can be taken as there should be 'dvandva' (Fight) only between the parties of the 
matching capabilities. 

^cllchil c£]l|ctol erf: ^rp: c£c1c[)Mcb>: 1 1 Co. 

Moon is a lamp in the evening. Sun is a lamp in the morning, 'dharma' is a lamp in all 
the 3 'lokas' (As I know 3 lokas are swarga, pruthvi and paatal). And a good son is a 
lamp of the whole 'kula' ('kula' is the group of people belonging to the same 
ancestors). 

Here the implied meaning of the lamp is the one which shows a correct path to us. It's 
correct meaning may be perhaps understood by the samskrit line "tamasoma 
jyotirgamya" - i.e. Lead us from darkness to the Light. 

djfte} ^rf^cf cbftbilfd 1 1 C°i. 

Background:- 

Life of Hindu person goes through four phases (Ashramas as they are called), the four 
Ashramas are 

1) brahmashcharyAshrama :- person is expected to undergo learning (schooling) in 
this phase .. to earn 'vidyA'. 

2) g A RhasthAshrama :- person is expected to live married life/earn money and serve 
for his family in this phase. 

3) vAnaprasthAshrama :- in this phase person is suppose to serve society selflessly 
and earn 'puNya'. 

4) sanyAsAshrama :- leave material life and devote oneself for 'mokSha'. 
Meaning of the subhAShita: 

One who is not able to earn vidyA (does not pay attention to learning) in first 
(brahmashcharyAshrama). one who is not able to earn wealth (i.e. not serving his 
family) in second (g A RhasthAshrama) one who is not able to earn puNya (i.e. is not 
serving society) in third (vAnaprasthAshrama) what he will do in forth 
(sanyAsAshrama) .. (i.e. he cant attain 'mokSha'). 
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Even in current context this is applicable because we still can divide life in these four 
ashrams, only thing which have changed is, now a days while thinking of life, we think 
about first two ashrams only. 

This subhAShita says that we shall do right things in right phases of life, (also says 
that all these things are of equal importance). 

3RTOTTT % cbl^un yew ^fecf^URT I 



Not starting the work which is not in our capacity is the first sign of 'buddhi' 
(Intelligence?!). If we start the work then carrying that work to it's logical conclusion is 
the second sign of 'buddhi'. 

dlRbcbMI % ^TTH^TRT 3Tef c||J|^c|cte I 

rfuii ^mrt ^weff^srrafcT I I C$. 

In case of normal individuals the words follow the meaning. But in case of great sages 
('Rishis') the meaning follows their words! Normally a person thinks of the meaning 
first and then frames the sentence as per that meaning. But in case of the great sages 
like Vashishta, Vishwamitra the casually uttered words by them would obtain a very 
deep meaning. This subhAshita gives us an insight in the intellectual level that was 
obtained by our ancient sages. 

^rcr^ciiiii to: 2Tcf araf^r f I 

teT^c% ^<|cblil ^T#£Tct I I C<S. 

People become intelligent to give the advice ('upadesh') to other's when they are in 
distress. But the people forget that same intelligence while they themselves are in the 
difficulty. 

This a very nice subhAshita which many of us may have experienced personally! 
What we have to realise is that we have to put ourselves in the place of that person 
and then think. Like in english we use the phrase that you have put your foot in the 
other's shoe!! 

iw^^i mz&Q LbdidM a^ra>?: \\c<\. 

The non poisonous snake should also imitate like biting some one ! (Only for the sake 
of self-defence) Regardless of whether the snake has Poisson or not the hissing of 
snake will create the terror in the other's mind. 

There is one small story regarding this. Once a poisonous snake used to bite many 
people passing by the way. When Shri. Shankaracharya came to know this he 
advised the snake not to bite people and trouble them. After few months when Shri. 
Shankaracharya was passing by the same way he noticed that the snake had become 
very much weak and had many wounds. 
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"What's the matter? Why have you become like this?", asked the great seer. It replied, 
"Oh Master! You only had told me not to bite the people. So when people came to 
know that I do not cause any harm they started pelting stones at me". Shri. 
Shankaracharya replied, "I had only told you not to bite the people. But I didn't tell you 
that you should stop hissing at the others!!" 

It is said that a 'yogi' should not loose his temper and should be above all the 
emotions. Then how should a 'yogi' react to the wrong/ill things that people may 
commit around him? It's perfectly like the nonpoisonous snake above!! He should 
'hiss' but should not cause any harm to others. 

Jju|c|cd: te?^ yT^T arafeT fa^TT: I 
Gf^JdcHlill^d ^cJ5T ^efe^irnftuT: cf5TcJ5T: I I C^. 

Probably the resourceful people ('Gunvaan' is the exact samskrit word) have to take 
many troubles while the unresourceful people live peacefully. Like a parrot lives in a 
cage while a crow flies freely in the sky!! (Sometimes the good qualities of a person 
may invite trouble to him) 

3}faWRt £R ^tot ^7 oil c| fed cT ^RT: I 

3ifiN«HicMoiioii Icfa q^Tten^sn 1 1 co. 

Those who have wealth of self-esteem, live long life. For those who don't have self- 
esteem, what is use of wealth and long life? Subhashitkar here is trying to portray 
importance of self esteem in life. If one has it, he is as good as living long life. If a 
person does not have it, then according to subhaashitkar, life and wealth he has, is 
useless. 

AffelRW W^: xHoildcH cm: I 

There is no sight such as knowledge - i.e. By knowledege ('vidya') one can see what 
cannot be seen by a naked eye. Knowledge gives the vision to see beyond some 
obvious things.There is no 'Tapha' (Nearest meaning I think is Hard work) such as 
Truth - i.e. One has to do lot's of hard work to be on the side of Truth. There is no 
sorrow such as the desire - i.e. Desires of a person brings much sorrow to him There 
is no happiness such as sacrifice - i.e. 'TyAga' (Sacrifice) brings more happiness to 
the person. [Hard to believe, Isn't it?!!] 

This is a very good subhAshit to think over. Many people may have realised "nAsti 
tyAga samam suKham" in their family life when they personally may have undergone 
some hardships only to see their kith and keens more happy and satisfied! Who else 
than our own Mother would be the living example of "nAsti tyAga samam suKham"!! 

orf*T tefaT erlfcf^T ^TCTSW ^uuMISW I 
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If a person does not have money/wealth; his friends, sons, wife, and close relatives 
leave him ( they dont find him interesting any further). If the same person gains his 
wealth, they all return to him, money/wealth is man's mpanion in this world indeed! 

Subhashitkar explains bitter fact of life that, we always try to be with a person who can 
be of some benefit to us. If that person is no longer of use, then we leave him..( refer 
to subhashit 54 which has similar meaning), this reminds me a joke... "success is 
relative... more success, more relatives" 

cT^rRk-dlftdl ^fe-cldRlo^Rc||d-3#T 1 1 ?o. 

A person who travels in different-different countries, ('desha' can also be translated as 
direction here.), a person who serves scholars (learned person), his intelligence 
expands or develops as drop of oil on water surface. 

Often, a person who is very sharp is called 'tailabuddhi'. When a drop of oil falls on 
water surface, it spreads over water and forms layer of oil; in that way a drop of oil 
'covers' water surface (oil is taila in Sanskrit). Similarly intelligence (buddhi) of a 
person (his grasping power) covers all the subjects. 

Here, subhasitkar says that, a person who travels a lot (and hence meets many 
people) and is in contact with 'pundits' develops his brain like that drop of oil in water. 

^Kjt ^ ^TT 3ra^cT: 3lfq 3T^ ^ 1 1 ?S . 

It is very difficult for the unmarried girl called praise ('stuti') to get married. The reason 
is good people ('sajjan' or 'sabhya' people) do not like her (The 'sajjan' people do not 
like if anybody praises them) and she herself does not like bad ('durjan') people 
(Nobody praises a bad ('durjan') person). 

This subhAshit may seem to be a 'not much serious' one. The subhAshitkAr has tried 
to tell one of the good qualities of a noble person- That a good person does not like to 
be praised. And so the poetic mind of the subhAshitkar thinks from the point of view of 
"praise"!! Where will the "praise" go if good people do not like her and who will prefer 
to go to the bad person?! And so the subhAshitkAr thinks that may be she ('Praise') 
will never get married! 



c|ufeji|ooj UT^ej^ ^ STt&^l I 
~3 Slfcl^ Rbill^oi clrR CT2JT 1 1 

A beautiful colourful flower but which doesn't have a nice fragrance doesn't seem 
good. (A flower apart from being colourful should also have a nice fragrance only then 
it's utility increases) . Similarly without action, only good talks doesn't seem good. 
To stress the point that apart from being 'kind-spoken' to every one, one should also 
support it by his/her own actions, the subhAshitkar has given an example of a 
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colourful flower but without fragrance. If flower doesn't spread it's fragrance around 
then what is the use of it's attractive looks. The colour of the flower is it's external 
beauty while it's fragrance is it's 'guna' - i.e. one of the qualities. 

One of the great saints Samartha Swami Ramdas has said 'kriyavena vaachalata 
vyartha aahe' - i.e. without the 'kartuttva', the 'vaani' has no meaning. 

3rd 1 6) c|c1c|Ml4 ^fW? cfcTJT I 

A person with enthusiasm is a powerful person. There is nothing as powerful as 
enthusiasm, nothing is impossible ('durlabhah' literally means unachievable) to an 
enthusiastic person. 

This subhashit says "If there is a will, there is a way." Nothing is impossible; one must 
push it till the end. 

^T?2J ^nt^cT : 5cRT yffT €Tr5i cR^T crJjtfcT lcf53T I 
^rRTKTRTfMteT ^rfuT: ^5 cbRt^jd 1 1 ?y. 

What is use of knowledge to a person who does not have intellectual capacity? 

what is use of mirror to a person who is blind? 

Here, the subhAShitkAr has given an excellent analogy. 

He says that, knowledge is like a mirror, which reflects world in it. 

Indeed knowledge is something through which we perceive the world. 

The subhAShitkAr says that person's praGYA or intellect is like his eyesight. 

Unless one has it, one can't use a mirror. 

Similarly if one does not have power to perceive the knowledge or one does not 
the have aptitude, then this knowledge is useless to him. 

f^W2T3Tcf dlcllctftl ^ifadcH I 
3#T5fT^tq ^cT* 3T^£5TT^fq ch>ho|«H I I ?H . 

nectar is acceptable even if it is found in poison, learn about good thought 
(subhashita) even from children, accept good qualities even from enemy and accept 
gold even if it is found in a dirty place. 

odll^llcHId cWT ^cfTfezr cMl^bij cfcT 

3TRt^r tot wrer ^rr?-ez[ ^efene^RTi i 

one gets health, strength, long life and happiness by (body) exercise, good health is 
greatest blessing, health is means of everything (if you are healthy, nothing is 
impossible to you). 

^TTcft ofTciT dc||r|k|: ^TcfT erf ^ I I ?l9. 
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Each person (pinDah) has different aptitude / opinion (no two brains are alike).water in 
different ponds differ, different casts / communities have their own ways of life. ( they 
have their own rules and regulations etc.) each mouth speaks different language. 
Subhashitkar here emphasizes that there is a diversity in this world. No two things are 
same. This to some extent explains our (Indians) tolerance towards different religions / 
cultures, we accept that all cant be same. By this we alow other to be 'different' and 
follow their own way. 

JJUKWJiarcui §TR sTR^JT&TM 3WT I I ?£. 

Beauty is like an ornament (ABharanam) of the human. Good qualities (guNHa) is an 
ornament of the beauty (rup)! Knowledge (Dnyam) is an ornament of good qualities 
and forgiveness (KshmA) is an ornament of knowledge. 

What subhAshitkAr wants to tell us here is that if you are good looking then develop 
good qualities in you. If you have both then get knowledge/become intelligent. If you 
have all the three qualities then become kind hearted (Forgive only those who can 
become good in future). 

In short good looking is useless without good qualities and good qualities will seem 
more nice with knowledge and above all forgiveness (i.e. without Kind heartedness 
having all other qualities) will make the above qualities person a real good person. 

3T^cf: cf5Tfq cf5t?TT5T folRt cfcf WZTcT I 
cZRJcft ^feHlillld ^OTRJTTcl ^TrRJlcT I I ??. 

Oh Goddess Saraswati, your treasure of knowledge ('vidyA') is indeed very amazing! 
If spent it grows ('vrudhim') and if unused (Without using it only accumulating it - 
'sanchayAt') it becomes less!! 

It may be the common experience of every one that the knowledge that an individual 
has, keeps growing only if that individual applies that knowledge in practical work or in 
giving it to others. If unused, we keep forgetting what we have learnt. And so here the 
subhAshitkAr thinks that unlike other treasures, the treasure of knowledge in indeed a 
superior one! And so the advise given to us is also that we should not be self-centered 
in matters of giving knowledge to others because that helps even us also!! 

?I3i WclfeclMcHI^: I I Soo . 

There is only one Truth (God) - Sages call it by different names such as agni, yama, 
vAyu. 
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If anyone asks what is the uniqueness of the Bharatiya samskruti then we can quote 
the above 'shloka'. Any art, musicjiterature etc. which gives happiness to the 
individual is no doubt very good. But these arts cannot be "only" as the source of 
entertainment. The subhAshitas that we are sending are sent with the aim that these 
should not only seem good to the readers but it should also have a 'Value' embedded 
in it, which the reader should try to understand and implement in the individual life. 
Thinking in this line the above shloka was selected to be sent as the 100th subhAshit. 
Today there are many religions, cultures etc. in the world which often have clashes 
between them. They are fighting between themselves due to their difference in 
opinions on the concept of God, Liberation etc. In this context we should think that 
what may be the idea/contribution of Bharatiya samskruti in this regards. Does it have 
a unique idea that may bring peace on this land. Does the oldest civilization has any 
thing to say, to give to the world? 

Rigveda is the ancient written document on this earth. The above 'shloka' says that 
the 'Truth' is ONE, but the sages call it by different names as per their own personal 
experience (Self-Realization). If this is the case then why should different religions 
fight among themselves only because of difference in names and forms of their 
conception of God? This is the teaching that makes Bhratiya Samskruti a 'Universal' 
samskruti. There is no ONE "Prophet" and no ONE "Holy Book". Every person 
therefore in 'Bharatiya samskruti' has the right to discover God in his own way. This 
one 'shloka' makes Bharatiya Samskruti the most unique in the world. 

tf^T STTcfcT cTfcfc rf^T^fq ^TT: I 
^|cci^o<cHdh^ §TTcTcTT ^TT^T^TcT: I I 9o9. 

sandalwood is pleasant (cool), moon (or moon light) is more pleasant than 
sandal. (but) company of a good person (sAdhu) is pleasant then both moon and 
sandal. Literal meaning of word 'shltalah' is cool/cold, in this context cool means 
something which is pleasant. 

dcHWl cf: 3TT^cT: ddHWI £<d||fa cf : | 

dcHWcH 31^ eft ZR: 2jejT cf: ^TeH" 3ratcT I I 9o2. 

This is the last 'shloka' in the Rigveda. It states - 

Let your conclusions be ONE (or be alike), Let your hearts be the same (or be alike) 
[So that "everyone" feels for the same particular bad/ill in the society in the same 
intensity. It may be the common experience that not all feel for the same problem in 
the 'intensity' that we as individual may feel for that. Due to this there may be lack of 
'collective' efforts to solve that problem]. Let your minds think alike/similar. 
May all these factors make your organisational-power an impressive one. 
This 'shloka' can be called as an 'sanghatan-sukta' i.e. guidelines for building an 
impressive organisation/nation. 

Lokmanya Bal Gangadhar Tilak had ended his book 'Geeta Rahasya' by this 'shloka'. 

crxfew 3w cFdrw 3raxter 3rttot i 

X X X X 

Idwfd LjlcbdNkl ^ 2T: 3Tf4 ^fcf 23TcT: I I . ^JTcrf^S 
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A person who does the things which are to be done and who doesn't do the things 
which are not to be done; a person who sticks to rational behaviour (or behaves 
rationally), is called "Arya". 

The term "Arya" is used to refer to elder or respectable person in India. This 
subhashita give some of the characteristics of 'Arya'. A person who does the things 
which he is supposed to do i.e. good things, and does not do any bad, can be called 
Arya.. In short, the one who obeys dharma is Arya. 'Arya' does not reflect any race. 

3#cft ^5TT cznfei: %cTWW7#Sf£TJT I I 9oy . fecilM^T 

The person with whom we have no relation, but who helps us in our difficult times is 
our Real relative/brother. In contrast the person who may be our relative/brother (With 
whom we have blood relations) but who always does bad things for us should not be 
considered as our relative/brother. 

Just like a disease which is in our own body does so much harm to us while the 
medicinal plant which grows in forest far off does so much of good to us! 

Me^eRlcll^ cj cRT "Cm ?TcRT W ^ I 

While fighting with each other, we are five and they are hundred. 
While fighting with others (enemy) we are hundred plus five. This are words of 
yudhiShThlr (dharmarAja). In araNyaparva (i.e. when pANDava were in vanawasa i.e. 
in jungle for 12 yrs), pandava got a news that kaurava are under attack from 
gandharvas and were loosing the battle. In fact gandharvas had defeated Kauravas 
and imprisoned them. That time, bhlma's opinion was, not to help Kaurava, because 
they were paNDava's enemy, bheema was happy that their job was done by 
gandharvas. That time yudhiShThlr said that even if Kaurava were enemies, they 
were their brothers, and paNDava must help them in that crisis. 

This is an excellent example laid by yudhiShThlr before us. If we turn our pages of 
history, many places we find that our rajas were fighting with each other, and they 
even helped outside invaders to knock down other Indian rajas. And that was major 
cause of success of invaders. In todays contex, we must know who is "ours" and who 
is not. 

osrair ftwiito sr^rrctsTT t^tt^M arcrfcr I 

Friendship of a friend is tested in our bad times, the warrior's heroism is tested in a 
war, a servant's test lies in his good attitude towards the owner and a donor's test is at 
the time of drought. 
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The point explained here is that the person who donates wealth/food even at the time 
of a drought, i.e. at the times when the food is a scarcity, is a real donor. If we do not 
live up to our expectations at the tough times then there is no use of what we stand 
for. 

im T>|t£cbci Wl TTff: ^>lfed: I 

aicrf W ^cjxi Wi 1?TWTFT JJ^^ejT I I 9ol9. 

If a country goes in a wrong way/ does a sin then the king should be held responsible. 
If king commits a sin then his advisors/ministers should be held responsible. If a 
women does a wrong thing then her husband should be held responsible and if a 
student ('shishya') commits a sin then his teacher ('guru') should be held responsible. 

^Wcb^ cj^rrfasn i|x>6WJ|ci 

cbl4chlcl xHdJcMc^ ^^i^^cT^eraml I °)oC. 

The knowledge which is residing in the book and one's wealth which is in possession 
of some other person is of no use at all. At the time of it's need they will not be of any 
help for the person. 

3crfJTT: «HM^tWpci ?TRt% «H6dl<H I I °)o^. 

An inferior person's desire is money. An average person will desire money and 
respect. A great person desires respect (and not Money). Respect is superior to 
money. 

^ r\ 3JSCT3TT: cff% ^ W <pt V$ ^TcTT: I 

Only two types of people are happy in this world. One who are foolish/dull and the 
others who are very much intelligent and knowledegble. All the other people in 
between these two limits are the only sufferers. 

The foolish/dull people do not understand the problem (or cannot grasp the problems) 
and the intelligent people have the solution for it! And therefore it is only left for the 
people in between them to keep crying for the problem because having known what it 
is still they cannot envision the path for it's complete eradication. 

3lfc^pJTl g\ cbJoill #cT L|Rot|^d I 

Extreme desire should be avoided, but don't throw away desires. We should enjoy self 
earned wealth with control. 

This subhashita explains one of the specialties of our culture. You may find two 
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extreme views about life in this world. There are a few groups who think that desire 
about anything is cause of sorrow in life. And desire causes degradation of a person. 
So it should be avoided totally. There are some groups which believe that we should 
try to satisfy all our desires... and that will bring happiness in life. 

The problem in first case is, it is very difficult to follow. And often these suppressed 
desires give rise to misbehavior of a person. In second case, it is obvious that, this 
view is not good for societal interest. Also desires can't be satisfied, if you fulfill one 
another would arise. Keeping this in mind our Rishis suggested midway between 
these two. one need not give away desires totally, but try to control them and satisfy 
them with some limit. 

Rains over the sea are not of any use. Food for one, whose stomach is full, is waste. 
What's the use of donation to an affluent? Also, lighting a lamp during day is useless. 

RlolQd ^J: OTW rjcf ^ OTT ~Z &ll<£d Ibdlfa cRTT: I 

^ 3T^cT ^ c||ftc||£| l|^l|cbk|i| ^TcTT 1%3^T: I I 993- 

The rivers don't drink their own water. The trees don't eat their own fruits. The clouds 
don't eat the crops to which they give the water. 
The wealth of the good people ('sajjan') is really only for helping the others. (They 
themselves don't consume what they produce!) 

c^tert <W<idl tmt c^m f^Mt I 

ften ct>|<H£fc|l £^: docile TO^T cR3T I I °) 0 )^. ^0<Mc\ 

Anger is the King of Death (Yama), greed (desire) is the river VaitaraNI (in the Hell). 
(However)Knowledge is (like) the cow which fulfills all wishes (Kamdhenu), (and) bliss 
is the paradise. 

cTTWTcnfo THcbdlfa cfsfo W I 

cTT^Icycjcte #7 3#cTT3TlfeR?^rtcr I I <m . 

Greed is a cause of sin ( a greedy person can do any sin to satisfy his greed) 
Greed is cause of calamity, greed gives rise to enmity (greedy person invites 
enemies) Greed destroys a person (a greedy persons life gets spoiled by his own 
deeds) 

facTT 3WT W TSfcfcft STTfeT: ft? 
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A person for whom courage is his father, forgiveness (KshmA) is his mother, calmful 
mind is his wife, Truth is his son, compassion his sister and control of mind is his 
brother. And for whom this earth is a bed, the directions (dishA) like the cloths and the 
knowledge is his food. When all these make up his family then for which thing will that 
person be scared of? Isn't this a very unique suBAshit indeed? What else will the 
person need to overcome the challenges that may face him in his life? 

dH6M«H^ ^RT: cf5^T ofipidcbkcb: | 
LI^M^-^fcT cftei errf ^cfdlLbciiWT 1 1 99(9. 

Company of great person is always beneficial, (see how) drop of water on lotus leaf 
appears like a pearl, (i.e.. it gains status similar to pearl) Hear Subhashitkar explains 
how useful it is to be with great persons. 

A unwise ('murkha') person hesitates to donate the wealth due to the fear of becoming 
poor in future. But due to the same fear (of becoming poor in future), a wise person 
wisely donates his wealth! See how the same fear causes wise and unwise persons to 
behave differently! In conclusion the wise person donates his wealth thinking that in 
future if he becomes poor then he may loose the opportunity to donate. The implied 
meaning of the suBAshit may be that man should not fear for the transient things like 
wealth. Today it is there and tomorrow it may not be there. So donate it when you 
have it! 

yisi^ Riddel c;i[^di?i^cMi 1 1 <m. ^fterwr 

One cannot change nature of a person by giving him a advice or telling him good 
things, (as even) If water is heated, after some time it again attains its normal 
temperature. Subhashit explains how difficult it is to change nature of a person. 
Everybody must have experienced this. If we find that a person needs to improve in 
certain thing, and try to explain that to him, may be he will accept it that time. But after 
some time you will find him back with all his traits. This behaviour is similar to water, 
water is normally cold, you can heat it to change its this usual properly. But after some 
time you will find that water is cold again. 

^cfCcfflfq TJRter rjctufefcT SlTcTcTWl I 99?. 

If the 'living' of a person results in 'living' of many other persons, only then consider 
that person to have really 'lived'. Look even the crow fill it's own stomach by it's beak!! 
(There is nothing great in working for our own survival) 

I am not finding any proper adjective to describe how good this suBAshit is! The 
suBAshitkAr has hit at very basic question. What are all the humans doing ultimately? 
Working to feed themselves (and their family). So even a bird like crow does this! 
Infact there need not be any more explanation to tell what this suBAshit implies! Just 
the suBAshit is sufficient!! 
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^tetHcH v^fafcT v^lclQd cfe^cT: 2TcJ ^Mc\ I 



There is no vidhi (ritual) which is as noble as donation. (People follow some rituals to 
get some "punya". this subhashit says that sharing your wealth with others is the best 
possible ritual.) There is no enemy as greed on this earth. (Greed gives rise to 
problems in life, that's why it is our biggest enemy) There is no other ornament like 
sheela (good character). (We use ornaments to adorn our body, but there is no 
ornament comparable to good character.) There is no wealth as satisfaction. (We earn 
wealth for being happy, but satisfaction is key to happiness.) 

cjc^Tf i^£R#cT ^TT^Tt cTtafrcT <H looted f^j,: tjfejcZff I 

Bhismacharya says to Yudhistira, "The forest which gets destroyed due to the fire or 
due to the axe, will again grow in time. But the wound caused to the mind due to the 
bad and harsh words will never get healed". 

cfM ££>cki cite[c£T ^6\c\ cfTcf5§TcW I I 922 . 3Tg"fflT2Tr.93 .9^9 .?tf 

Speak with compassion and soft tongue with all is the message of this suBAshit. The 
human mind is so soft that it doesn't forget even the smallest of insult/disgrace 
caused to it . 

mclcr3t cteTJte ^JTt^cTl^ I I 923. 

Wicked person's company is invitation to frequent insults. 
When gold is with iron and hammer, it gets beaten. 

£ldc|oci<Hcilcik<H ^fef ^lldM^-cloidHj I 92tf. 3^3TRcT K.^.S^K 

There are two types of people who should be pushed in deep water with heavy stones 
tied to their body! One who does not donate inspite of being rich and the other who 
does not work hard inspite of being poor !! 

fcfcTTRlodldcH ^cffnRlc^cHNRl€ta: I 
2T#3^fo^fi^^^fecTTl I 92K. 

There is not much difference between 'chita' (pyre) and 'chinta' (Worry), ['chita' and 
'chinta' differ only by a 'anusvaar'. Only those who understand the 'devnaagri' script 
can know what is a 'anusvaar'] The former will destroy (burn) a dead body and the 
later will burn/harm the living individual!! 
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3I^J|U|M cT^ETT ^c3JT i5To#t: 2-qcff W Mldld<H I 



For a person who has a firm conviction (mind is firm (krutapratijnasya)), this earth is 
like a little garden, sea is like a small canal/dam, 'paatal' (there is no parallel concept 
in english) is like a picnic spot (ramya sthal) and the Meru mountain is like an ant's 
house ('vaarul')! This means that if you have a firm conviction, hurdles in the way do 
not mean much, you have ways to tackle them. 

^ <Hc4dl^b a^W?3gn cH^i|^U| ^JTT€^RT5cT I I 92(9. 

A person who is not educated, who is not ready to work hard, who does not donate 
whatever he has, who does not have knowledge, who does not have a good 
character, good qualities and one who does not obey dharma, such a person on this 
earth is just a useless person, he is as good as any other animal, 
please see subhashit no 18 which also distinguishes between a human and other 
animals. 

3TTcT[ M fqcTT ^fcf ^faTMTcf facRI I 

Mother, father and friend are the one who think about our interests (well-being) in a 
very much natural manner. It's part of their nature ('swaBAv').They think this without 
expecting any thing in return. 

All others having the similar feelings towards us do so due to their personal benefits or 
any other reason. It is not part of their nature ('swaBAv'). 

ch^l6 35T W £ SlRrdftid ftei 1 1 *H U I<W 

"How is situation around me (i.e. is it favourable or not)? who are (my) friends? how is 
condition in the country? what are the things for and against me (or what do I have 
and what I don't have)? who am I? what are my strengths?" one should always worry 
about these questions. Subhashitkar is suggesting us that we must be always alert 
and consider all this prior to any action. 

cT^T ydlc^-Kci f^T ^eJT^t cfM: I 
crOT M^Mcb^uj ^sff §m cT ?t cf^JT: | | 930. 

A person whose face is always charming/enthusiastic, his heart full of compassion, his 
speech like 'Amrut' (I think there is no equivalent word for 'Amrut' in english. Here it 
means sweet speech i.e. speech which will always give pleasure to the listener) and 
whose work is to always help the needy ('paropkAr'), then tell me for whom such a 
person will not be the most respected ('vandaneeya') one? Very small and practical 
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points - if we are successful in imbibing these in ourselves then surely we will be the 
better humans than today! 



3RT^cT: yf%?TTcf 3fcpST ^ &TM^ I 

3#?ct^ fe^ftcf ^di ^rerew: 1 1 . fer^? 

Subhashitkar has given some of the characteristics of a fool person here. 
He says, a fool person comes without invitation (he lands up anywhere even if he is 
not required i.e. he does not have self respect), talk even if not asked for (they have 
habit of poking his nose in other's business), and trusts a person who is not trustable 
(he is not able to evaluate others properly) 

^NcllxKlfrK 2Tcf ^fcflfef ojJIolli ofUTcT I 

This 'shloka' is from Ishavasya upanishad. Here I am giving two explanations of this 
shloka. One is from the book:- Sanskrit Subhashit Navnet, published by Jamnabai 
Narsee Adhyatmik trust. Another is from one article. This is a not a suBAshit as such 
but as it has good teaching in it we are sending it to the group. 

In this moving world, whatever moves is enveloped (is prevaded) by God. Therefore, 
you find your enjoyment (or protect yourself) by offering it to him (i.e. by renunciation) 
[To whom does the wealth belong? It belongs to no one] Be no greedy to what 
belongs to others. 

Whatever animate or inanimate objects we witness in this world are the abode of the 
Almighty. Enjoy it with a sense of renunciation, do not grab, because it belongs to 
nobody i.e. the resources of the world belong to God and it is for his pleasure that they 
ought to be used. 

duuM^ cJ^RRT W c\ ^ 1 1 93$. 

Wealth and strength of a wicked person is for his vanity(show off) and (ability) to 
trouble others (respectively), for a good person, they are always for donating (or say 
sharing with others) and to protect (others) (respectively). 

ftrf cnf% ftpillili W ^dl^ch^Mdl 1 1 9?y. 

What is in mind should be reflected in one's speech (yaTA chittam taTA vAcho). What 
is in one's speech should be reflected in one's actions (yaTA vAchataTA kriyHa). Thus 
the person whose mind, speech and actions are same is a 'sADhu' (I don't think 
'gentlemen' is a word anywhere close to the meaning of word 'SADhu'! Meanings of 
some words can be best appreciated in that language only.). 
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^csf cr- eraf *r? ^ezn^aTT y^: I 

3^r||d|Id|jy^T EJdcHl^oy yulldc^^rT oilclr^cdl: I I . ^cfR^M^P^ 

[This subhashita is an advice to a bhachelor coming out of Gurukula after finishing his 
studies, before entering into Gruhasthashrama.] Speak truth, beahave as dharma 
dictates (dharmAcharan), do not miss swAdhyAy. ( Literally, swadhyay means self- 
study. ) After paying Gurudakshina (fees) to the guru (teacher), do not stop family 
propagation, (by entering into Gruhasthashrama) 

n8Jc^y«rat^cTRl^doiH6loHo||<H 1 1 93^. 

This is the indication of great people that (they have) discretion along with wealth, 
humbleness along with scholarship, (and) power with courteousness. Note that this 
suBAshit has some similarity to that of suBAshit No. 05 

dWI ccRTT 3TTraifeT y^ftHdcd|<H I 

j^n^m fen^m ^rf^T^wi 1 930. MkM^ 

Those who are superior Brahman, you offer them seat with respect. (Treat them with 
great respect.) Donate wholeheartedly. Do not give unwillingly. Donate without 
hesitation. Donate politely. (Do not donate for fame). Donate by fear. ( Feel afraid 
about being narrow minded) Donate with compassion. 

clkhW|U|i ^cTTT^^fefa^ld/^ld I I °)^C. 

The minds of extraordinary people are harder than (even) the thunderbolt and softer 
than (even) the flowers; who in this world is capable of discerning them properly? 
Just pay attention to the two extreme qualities of mind that suBAshitKar has 
mentioned and further to be present in the same human being! Still further to have the 
'vivek' to decide under which circumstances what state of mind should be there and to 
act accordingly!! 

Poisonous tree (in the form of materialistic world ) has only two sweet fruits. 
Sweetest Subhashit and company of good people ! 
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£JT ^€Tc?5 £pfeTOT3T I I 9tfo. 



Fortitude, forgivefulness, (self) control, non stealing, purity, withdrawal of senses, 
intelligence, learning, truth, non-anger (these) ten qualities constitute the 
characteristics of 'Dharma'. 

This suBAshit along with suBAshit No. 17 explains what 'Dharma' is. Please note that 
there is no equivalent word in english for 'Dharma'. The english word 'Religion' is not 
at all even close to what 'Dharma' is in samskrit language. Other suBAshitas where 
the word 'Dharma' occurs are SuBAshit Nos. 22,67,80,127,135. All these subaashitas 
will help in understanding of what actually 'Dharma' means in our culture. 

fffcf x\ 2TTi x\ cTcft % cJlpcHdl I °)^°) . 

This subhasita befits the nature of Sanskrit language perfectly. It contains esential 
truth and is as concise as the meaning itself. Thus Sanskrit is the language of true 
eloquence. 

On the other hand, even if one cannot speak Sanskrit, the test of his eloquence is how 
well he can put esential truth in only a few words - and that is actually the advice of 
this subhashita. 

tow few 3TgJWIcT: eft tH«RI^o»J faRM^rd sfrf: I 

*teit % efr?TTltffeit M ^\ ^<?r^ s c^rrer i i ^yq. 

Both the good (Shreyas) and the pleasant (Preyas) approch the man. The wise man 
pondering over them, makes his choice. The wise chooses the good (Shreyas) in 
preference to the pleasant (Preyas). The fool (simple-minded) for the sake of worldly- 
being prefers the pleasant (preyas) 

te^r sw w^tt otPt ajenfo ^^ctrti 
te^TT? w^tt otPt a^cnf^ 

All living beings in this world should see me with an amiable eye. 
I should (also) look at all the living beings with a friendly eye. (I should be very loving 
and affectionate to all living beings on this earth.) We all should see each other with a 
friendly eye. (We all should be sympathetic and loving to each other.) 

^RJcTRT EJd^Hctai ^cWT WcflcT£|l4dl<H I 
3Tlc5R: yid^dlid wM ~$ d«HN^dJ I 9«y. 

Please listen to the essence of Dharma (i.e. piety) and having listened to it, bear in 
mind. The essence of Dharma is: Whatever is adverse (or Unfavourable) to us, we 
should not adopt (operate) that in case of others. 



i5§fl^T5Tc|^)U|«Hp«H<HI4^eitfeo2T: ^ ^Cfuff JRoc^TRl 
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Indra, Surya (the sun), Varun (the rain), Agni (the fire), Garuda with divine and 
beautiful wings, Yama (the God of Death) and Vayu (the wind) are all the 
manifestations of the same satyaswarup (closest meaning righteous, veracious ) 
God. The wise call this spirit by different names given above. 

3^R^csilc|fddls^cT6^3g^T>|Li] ^T^T I 

3Te^r Titer 3~£r w ^re^ rfsfo ^Miid ^rror frwl i<jys . ^tjtrct 

Aditya (The Sun), Chandra (The Moon), Vayu (The wind), Agni (The fire), Akash (The 
Space), Prithvi ( The Earth), Jala (The Water), Hridaya (Heart), Yama (The death), 
both Sandhikalas (Dawn and Dusk) and Dharma, witness what man does. 

U^orHcbci cf53f cT^clftid cf5ezf^ I 

d^ld ^^Icbl>l ^ ^fcrfecT: I I 9y(9.fed)M^T 

The karma of previous birth is called as daiva (fortune) (in this birth). 
So, one should try and work hard (in this birth ) without relaxation. 

ffe cT5£T ^ c^ej: 3TTcT^T cQlJ^dl I I WC&i&t 

One who wishes to prosper in this world, should keep back the following six faults 
sleep (too much), lethargy, fear, anger, laziness and miserliness (stinginess). 
The six faults can be interpreted as follows:- 

nidrA :- sleep i.e. ignorance, not knowing what is happening around. 
tandrA :- lethargy, lassitude, 
bhaya :- fear. 

krodh :- anger, short temper, 
aalsyam :- laziness. 

diirghasuutrataa :- procrastinate, one who is slow in acting. 
^^fcT^Rfldl TTf ^S^T^rE53Jl I I ^y?. 

Whatever persons are unhappy in this world, they are so because of their desire 
(greed) for their own happiness. While those who are happy in this world, they are so, 
because of their desire for the happiness of others. 

People are miserable because they strive for their happiness and do not obtain it, 
while those who strive or exert to make others happy become themselves happy! 

31%: JINliui SprflcT 3R: Tfo^f ^pffcT I 
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Senses (Sense-Organs) are purified by water; Mind is purified by truth; Soul is purified 
by learning and penance; While intelligence is purified by knowledge. 

For a person who is polite and serves/respects old people, four things Viz, life 
(number of years), knowledge, success in life and strength increase. In short, such 
person leaves a successful life. 

i^ujcjtt: tj^% oilcfdoill ^ cb<|r|oj | 

^TcST ^RT ^cHld^cH 3R^JT £jfcT: I I . 

A person should never give up following six qualities, truth (sticking to truth), 
generosity, activeness, being free from jealousy, tolerance and firmness. 

Lbdlo^lfLi i^iefe cRff: ^Tc^OTl ^cf 1 1 

The trees make shade for others, themselves standing in Sun. (Their) fruits are also 
for others. (Hence) the trees are like 'satpurush' (gentlemen). 

m% art ^ ^ferart w I 

(One who) donates to right person (for noble cause), appreciates good qualities in 
others, shares joys and sorrows with brothers, gathers knowledge of science and is 
( an excellent ) warrior on battlefield is called 'Man'. 

^lf^ud|o^|^R|r1^ doildl W ^<4 U H: I I 

The qualities of a true friend are: Purity, generosity, chivalry, being composed in 
happiness and distress, politeness, affection and truthfulness. 

The main point of this subhashita is not that we have to make people of such qualities 
our friends, but that we need to make such qualities our own, for then we will naturally 
attract virtuous people to become our friends 

3TKR^T y^R^T cbaoil^l z\ cJptfu]: I 

f^lWT 3iRbi|cH|Uk^| cf5Tcf: IMcf cT^W I I • fedlu^T 
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Whatever you have to return back to others or whichever work has to be done by you, 
please do it in the expected time only (Don't delay too much). If you don't do this in 
time (You do it late) then the importance of that work vanishes (i.e. the effect of the 
work if done late will have no impact. 

Here the impact of the work that is done in time is compared to a sweet drink ('rasa')). 
suBAshitkAr says that if you don't do your 'karma' (duties) at proper time then the 
sweetness of your work's result is lost, 'kaal' (Time) will drink that sweetness!! 

3TT cR doiliy 3TT GSM: ^k$R cRlcT I 

cR% amt: oiliyid 73#T cbMdcH I I 9H(9. aWFTCcT 

Don't destroy the forest where tigers are living. Tigers should not get extinguished 
from the forests. Forest is protected by the tiger (People don't cut trees in the forest for 
fear of tiger) and by providing the place to hide, forest too protects the tiger! 

crJR^r^xydkllcHi yi[u|cHlcHlfcWI§T5Wl I °)\C . 3TRTcJcT 

" I do not desire kingdom, nor the heaven or even liberation ('moksha'). I have only 
one desire and that is to remove the misery of all the living beings who are suffering." 
King Rantidev has prayed to God in above words. This 'shloka' is also in the 
Mahabharat- Dronparva. 

q\2$[: t|c£|<L)d||< ^cfT^dHclld oil^d I 

These are the words uttered by Shri. Ram when he is going for exile ('vanvAs'). Shri. 
Ram says: It may happen that brightness may leave the moon, or that the ice may 
leave the Himalaya, or that Sea may exceed it's limits.... But it is never possible that I 
will break the oath given to my father. 

2TT^T 3T3Tte* cTT^TT y*5TT I I 9^o. 

The lamp eats the darkness and gives birth to soot (generates soot). The food you eat 
has an influence on the offspring. 

fadlaH<H: y?llcd^l TOTTc^TT OTT%cT: I 
?TldVl^^:^cTeTT <HMm<HM^: I I W. ^tdT ^:(9 

For one who has conquered the mind, the Super soul is already reached, for he has 
attained tranquillity. To such a man happiness and distress, heat and cold, honour and 
dishonour are all the same. 
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Cuckoo bird's beauty is in it's voice, woman's beauty is in her dedication to 
family/husband ('pativrata'). Knowledge is the beauty of an ugly person and forgiving 
is the beauty of the sages ('tapaswis'). 

^cT ^T3d 3#cT cffT^T ^<*U<H I I 98,?. 

Any thing that we see in this world, is it beautiful or ugly in it's very nature? (Of-course 
No) The thing which is liked by any individual is felt beautiful by that individual! For 
example a ugly looking child is still loved very much by his/her mother. 

3icf5TcTT ^nfer eifer ^rrf^T ^r^r ^tcr I 

When this life is full of uncertainty there is no time which is unfavourable for living the 
life as per the 'dharma'. Think as if death is within it's reach to you and obey the 
'dharma'. Death can comeanytime so always do good things (It shouldn't happen that 
due to early death your wish to live the life of 'dharma' remained a mere wish only!!!). 
Don't wait for any favourable time ('muhurta') at which you will start living good life! 
The whole point is if you want to lead a good/noble life start NOW! 

GjJ^EJ: yimi: ^uRW dcrldjoilM^cM I 

oi|c|^|d|^[ 3R5Jl^cT cT^T crfrTara <pcT: I I fclc^fd 

One who has brain, chivalry, poise, power, enthusiasm and willingness to work; 
why he/she has to worry about earning his/her living ? 

JJul^cdcHdi ^TTcT dl^d<H^TkTcT: I 
!JKHIctf§Rrc22ftft cf5Tcf5: % JR^RJd I I 9^. 

Worth of a person is not determined by his seat (position), but by his qualities. 
Just by sitting on tip of palace, a cow can not become eagle. 

c[fet[d cdl^cMK* cRoPJd' olcifa^cT I 

doil^dl cI^cT cfTW 3R: TTcf OTM^cTl I 9^0. t||U|ch»J 

Subhashitkar hear explains what device are to be used to purify different things. 
He says, purify your next step by your vision i.e. watch the path carefully before you 
step further, drink water, which is purified by cloth, speak after purification by satya 
(truth) i.e. speak whatever truth is. purify your behaviour by your mind i.e. make 
conscience efforts to keep your behaviour good. 
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Deer, Fishes and noble people ('sajjan') earn their livelihoods on dry grass, water and 
satisfaction ('santosh') respectively! Even though they lead such simple life without 
troubling anyone still we find hunters, fishermen and bad people ('durjan') becoming 
their enemies! It's really true that the people who do not trouble others still have 
enemies without any reason! 

tecitsfo c^um< ^T:^ cfrt cT^: 1 1 95?. 

There is no fault in the failure of the big dreams/aims. But it's big fault even to think for 
the personal selfish gains. 

3racft 3TT d<J|cHil cWfft ?TT USfttcnfeT 
^jWf 3^ ^JTa=RT I 9(90. c^6<l^ud|cJo ;jtj. 

( Oh God ) From the unreal lead me to the real 
From darkness lead me to light 
From death lead me to immortality. 

feUJT M ^ | 

Knowledge is (your) friend in the journey, wife is the friend at home, drug is (like) 
friend in illness and dharma is the friend after death. 

3TT^t 3TTcTT irf^fpft ^MM^Hcbl I 
e^efnft cTeTT ^\ ^cTT ^TTcR: ^cTT I I 9(92 . 

Our own mother (i.e. one who gives birth), guru's (teacher's) wife, wife of a brahmin, 
wife of a king, cow, nurse and the earth are our mothers. The word 'mother' indicates 
respect we have about somebody. Here, subhashitkar says that we have seven 
mothers i.e. we should have respect to all listed in the subhashita. 

rjci Lj^cbi^ui fen cfr foezrfcr 1 1 9(93. 

Just like a chariot cannot run with only a single wheel, in the same way luck will not 
favour the human without his/her efforts. 

^MT t#cT OT^it 3^fa-dlc^Md||ted<H I 
LbclPd cblcbdldk" ^KT: Wl: ^^fTcf I I 90tf . 
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When there are changes in our life (good or bad) we generally attribute these to 
things like - effects of Planetary motions, (bad/good) dream, (bad/good) signs, results 
of praying to God. But really speaking these are just like the coincidence of a crow 
sitting on the branch of a tree and that branch falling on ground within few minutes!! 
(The branch does not fall down due to the weight of the crow!!!) 

cRTlfq ^TT ^oloctol^ lcRT?Tcf5TcT l%^Tcf I I 90H. 

It has never happened before, nobody has heard about, no body has seen a golden 
deer. But, ShriRama's greed (about it) is unfavorable intention leading to destruction. 

^ cfT dldcKl cfT^I^Hui cfT cf^^cffl I 
^IddlRldcHlillcci ^JT^nteR^TRl I 90^. 

Hostile person is to be killed without any (second) thought, even if he is your guru 
(your teacher), a child, an old person, a brahmin (an honorable person) or very 
famous. Subhashitakar wants to emphasize here that there is no excuse for crime, no 
matter who has done that. 

3Tm^f cf5fqcT: TJ52JT: $fe«M|U||<H I 

cT^5RT: OT^f art ffo J|«HJcll«H I I 900. *l|U|ch»J^jd 

Being under the command of our senses/mind is nothing but invitation to many 
problems and winning over them is a pathway to the glory/success! Choose any path 
that you like!! 

Animals get satisfied by Taste,Touch, Smell etc. Getting too much happiness from 
such things is like being under their command. If human beings are "different" than 
animals then these things will not give the ultimate joy to any human being. 

d^lPcl^Jj uMdluRlicIc) 

yid£clcbcHG|c£c|oHfL| | 

cHWIorLMod^l SRTtsfe-cbdlfel 2fcT 

^ucifed JiidiPd gulfed ^neicr: nm. 

"Each line (prati-Slokam) of those writtings, which intend to describe the glory of the 
names of God (ananta, the unlimited), are bringing about a revolution among the sinful 
population of this world. Sadhus (or thoroughly honest and purehearted men) hear, 
recite and accept such literature, even though it is imperfectly composed 
(abaddhavati)." Bhagavata Purana 1 .5.1 1 

Srila Vyasadeva is stressing that the most important thing in any book, or mere few 
sentences of writting, is the purity of the author's intention. Even sadhus, the most 
exalted men, will apreciate (hear and accept) such texts although they find many 
discrepancies in them. 
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STT^c^ oZf^^RjUTSTefr: 35TS^teRIT: I I 9(9? . TracT5T 99^3 



Getting all types of wealth is painful, after getting the wealth protecting it is painful, 
after you have obtained the wealth it's the cause for many sorrows, if the wealth is 

spent then also it's sorrowful such a wealth which is cause to all types of problems 

be condemned!! 

^c|U^i tjfejcfi Rloclfed fef^T: I 

3J£3cT cbdRldl^I vjlHlid #3cpT I I 96o. 

Three kinds of people get the golden earth; Chivalrous, learned, and the ones who do 
service. (The Earth gives all its wealth to the three kinds of people.) 
crcfe N 3gfft cJxjR|<[L| z\ M^cb^T^R: I 

^lf€fcT ?llcbl6lil crc|Rl<fL| W€llc^<cH^R|: I 

craf^RT cfD^ejTEJTft crc|R|<fL| z\ Roi||cH^£J7: I 

Sometimes sleeps on floor and sleeps on fine bed at other times. 
Sometimes manages only with vegetables and eats delicious rice at other times. 
Sometimes wears torn clothes and wears elegant clothes at other times. 
The person devoted to work does not care about sorrows and joys. 

3McbkM ^ffem 3Wcbki3J ter^cT I 

§rSRT y^cftd 3T^ <|fcj^dl 1196?. cllc-cHlRb^lcHlilui 

One should always remember the favours (done by others) and forget the mean 
deeds. Do the good things at once, however postpone the unpleasant things. 

3TT?a^ ^ ^ toar^T l 
yrwr Ri^Ri^di iteffer ^szjt: 1 1 
t%^: yrsr: ^srzfq yfcfe^mRT: I 
W ^rl<fM<HI S{ llftoiMpd I I 96?. 

Inferior men do not star a work due to fear of obstacles. Medium men start their work, 
but leave the work whenever they get difficulty. Exceptionally good people start their 
work, and continue doing working even if there is series of obstacles in their way. 

efefT cb^JcHatfci a^T rjcnfta^t I I 96y. 
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(any) Desire never gets fulfilled even if it is temporarily satisfied. As, fire consumes 
offered ghee and increases, desire also increases with consumption. 



% rfcf ^ferT ^JJTT j%?TTcff I 
W cf5teScTR cf5t ^feT: I I 

The person who has more desires is infact the poorest one. If one's mind is satisfied 
then will there be any distinction between rich and poor? suBAshikAr has termed that 
person as "Poor" who has more desires. The basic parameters on which anyone's 
richness or poverty is decided (Which is ofcourse Money) is changed by the 
suBAshikAr from money to desire (trushna)!! 

3^icii^Rid cj5Rfor 3Tifcrezr I 

Do treat even the enemy who has come to your house as a guest. Look how a tree 
does not take away it's shadow over the person who has come to cut it!! 

cTejT i^pd cf5^ cbd^cH^l^jd I I <=)C(9. ^T&TRcT 

Calf recognises its mother among the herd of thousands of cows; the same way, 
karma of previous birth (good and bad deeds) goes with the doer. 

In this world, the life is uncertain, wealth and youthfulness (also) do not last long (they 
are unstable). (Even) son and wife are unstable. Dharma and fame are the two things 
that last long (are stable). 

3T^?T^fteTf^^T: TJ^KT: U^l^ld I I °)CR. 

No one was/will be ever as generous as a stingy person. He gives his wealth to 
others without even touching it. Here the subhashitakar is stressing that a miser never 
spends his money, and after his death, others get that money. 

xWclloli chUdchWi wfefiNfa Ljjdftpill I 

3MMo^ar%rT^rc[t citIcKhuUh 1 1 s?o. 

There are only two options while dealing with the wicked people and a thorn lying on 
the road. One is to hit their face by your footware or leave them aside!! Actually the 
word 'muKhaBhang' applies to both the thorn and the wicked person. When appiled to 
the wicked person it means you insult that person (and not litellary to hit that person 
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on face!) and when applied to a thorn it means you cut that part of the thorn which is 
pointed and thus it will not harm anyone. Further the suBAShitkAr says that if you 
don't have capabilities to do such things then simply leave them aside (You follow a 
different path!!) 

3Jcf aj^:l€RfT?l^e^: 

3TT^4i}dd UcJcIocIoItWJ 
M^Mchkldl ^cTTl%3Jc^T: I I 

Roots of the sandalwood tree form a shelter for the snakes, on it's top birds take rest, 
on it's branches monkeys are playing and one can find bee's on it's flowers. Really, 
the ultimate aim of the good ('sajjan') people is to offer helping hands to others 
fparopkAr')! 

^t^T^^cTd«HlM^sft^cT: 1 1 S??. ^|U|ch>l<Hliddk 

The one who resides in your mind, is not far away even if one is staying far 
away(physically). (However) The one who doesn't have place in your heart, is distant 
even if one is close to you. 

3TTc^cT ^JIoHcj) ^£J: 3TTc^cf ft ^> laH<H : I I 9??. 

Be cause of your own progress, don't be a cause of your own degradation. You 
yourself are your friend or enemy (no one else). That is, a person will prosper or ruin 
due to his own deeds, he has to select what he wants. 

~Z cT5Tl>T3cT cb^Rli^H^i S{ cf5Tl>^cT cb^Rld frlJ: I 

Nobody is friend of any other person. Nobody is enemy of any other person. 
Need (intention or the situation) only binds (a person as your) friend or enemy. 
Friendship or enmity is a relationship between two persons, and it is decided only on 
their interests. No person is your friend or enemy if you don't consider your interest.. 

3T§T: 3TP?Te27: l#s\<te <H 3TT7TOTT j%2TW: I 

SlMdcJ^kJEi sfpft ~Z T>u1d|id I I 

It's very easy to convince an uneducated person. It's even more easy to convince a 
person who has complete knowledge. But a person who develops a false pride 
on basis of half-knowledge gained, cannot be convinced even by God. 
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The studies make one's knowledge grow ( The education of a person can be judged 
by the knowledge he/she possesses). Kula is perceived by one's behaviour. 
The virtues show one's originality, (however) the anger can be sensed from one's 
eyes. 

ch^cblcd ^dddJLioIci c£:^i}cbloddl cfT I 

J|itic^L|^ W^?nt|cb^cb^u| 1 1 9?6.cblid<kH Tfa^cT 

Who is the one who experiences constant happiness or constant sorrows? Like any 
point on a wheel goes down and again rises up so also the happiness and sorrows 
follow each other in one's life. Therefore don't get excited by happiness nor get 
dejected by sorrows. 

Every day one should introspect one's own bheaviour and see what are qualities in 
me that resemble with animal ('pashu') characteristics and what are the qualities that 
resemble with the qualities of a noble person, ('satpurusha'). A simple way of 
implementation given for any individual to brighten the inherent noble qualities present 
in the human mind! 

3HoiJ|cb^u|dH£f[ct fa?c>d|| ckPluiWuW I 

ataamezraf^H rfjCTcjxi crj^T^cTl l qoo. 

Learning without grammar (i.e. not learning fundamentals, only surface), crossing river 
using boat which has a hole, and consuming medicines without following the 
instructions of the physician, better not to do these three things rather than doing them 
this way. It is advisable not to do something rather than doing it improperly. 

31cqRfflfq cR^l ^tcf: cbl4^lRlcf5T I 
d^ljJuictlcHm^SZRt <Hrl<Qd<H: ll3o<}. 

Meaning: Even small-small (insignificant) things, when put together, can do a great 
work. A rope made up of hay sticks can control a powerful elephant. Unity is power. 

STcf ?TcT ^f cHlfuicKJ* cHlRhdcb S{ UT^ UT^ I 

^ % ^f ^f^T ^ ^ ^ 1 1 3o3.fed)M^T 

All the mountains do not have the precious stones, you will not get pearls from all the 
elephants; The philanthropists are not very common, sandalwood is not found in all 
the woods. (The good things are uncommon) 
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cT^cT EJ^Rl^J drclcAch IT? ^d<H I I ^&TRcT 



The cows of different colours produce milk of one colour, in the same way, the 
principle taught by different religions is one. 

^Tcf TTCcrsi .HcJcHlaHclST I 

Whatever is not in possession of ourselves (It is with others) is sorrow and whatever is 
in possession of ourselves is happiness. In short, these are the indications of 
happiness and sorrow! Happiness is inside the human-being and not outside. 
Happiness is not tied with the external entity. Absence of desire is absolute 
happiness! People become unhappy when they see new/better objects of 
consumption not in their ownership. So the suBAshitkAr has in simple words told us 
what are the things that makes one happy or sad. We have to decide if we want to be 
happy or sad! 

3Tera^J ^cTt feT5RT 3^^l TO: WSW | | 2oH. 

How can a lazy person acquire knowledge? Without knowledge how will one get 
wealth? Without wealth who will become friends? And without friends how will anyone 
become happy? 

3TTcF5T3TTcT ^fcfcT cTT^T Jl^fd ^TRR^T I 

X X 

d^cldcH^k: ^?Tci ytcf JlTiijd I I 3o^. 

Just as the rain water that falls on the earth travels through various rivers and 
ultimately reaches the sea - In the same way offerings ('Namaskaras') offered to 
various Gods ultimately reaches only one God. 

^k#d^5 t& 3TTcT^W crW rjcf cTcJ^ ^cT I 
feclft^d 3T£TcTT 3f^T: ^Ici MldRl^id cf5: I I 2 0(9 . 

So here in the above suBAshita, the suBAshitkAr addressing the swan says - Only 
you have the capability to separate milk and water, and so if you only become lazy 
then who else will be able to do your job? If the people with bright intellect and unique 
skills don't carry their work as is expected from them, then who else can do it? 

It is the responsibility of the beaurocrats, doctors, engineers, farmers, soldiers, 
writers, poets, artists,thinkers, saints of the nation to do their job with the best of their 
abilities, or else how will the nation progress? 

iim y$n ^rerafcr fa^wM t^: ^\-. i 
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Person loses the conscience (ability to think) by committing sins again and again and 
the one who has lost the conscience keeps on doing sins. 

cr^ryfT: yu^d Iwi?^ TO 1 1 . Rk^cHlfd 

Person gains conscience (ability to think) by doing good deeds again and again and 
the one who has conscience, keeps on doing good things. 

3lto?TRoT cf^ c|Rc1g»J<H 31cq?W cf5Tc% ^T?W fen: 

There are many 'shastraas' (topics of study, doctrines) and abundance of knowledge. 
We have limited time and many obstacles. As swan (haMsaH) extracts milk 
from mixture of milk and water, one should (only) study essence of shastras (rather 
than 

studying each end every shastra to great details). 

c|oc16l<*1lfa 6<hJ|[u| <£c||ch»J|oli W tH1^<H 
c^Mlcdlid T>|t^lfu| £ch<tf|oc1«H STSlt oFTRT 3 9 9 . 

Quarrels destroy families. Bad words (which hurt others) destroy friends (friendships). 
Nations get destroyed due to incapable person as a King. Person's bad deeds destroy 
(or keeps him away from) success. 

c£cf 3T ^TfftcTcT <^c||^J]e^cjcbcH I 

These three are difficult to obtain in this world, and depend on the mercy of the gods - 
the human birth, the desire for salvation, and the company of the great-souled ones. 
This suBAshit will surely appeal to an spiritual person! Individually we can think which 
of these things we have and be greatful towards it. If we don't have the company of 
great-souled ones then we should become one! 

^SfTeff c£[^t M teeff o9^T 

The one who runs after the luxuries will not get knowledge. And the one who wants to 
gain knowledge leaves the luxuries. How will any one get knowledge if he/she wants 
to lead a easy life?And how will one get to live a easy life who is looking for 
knowledge? suBAshitkAr makes us "understand" that knowledge cannot be gained 
leading a lavish life-style. Therefore may be in ancient Bharat the 'Gurukula' system 
was designed in such a way that students in their student life should gain maximum 
knowledge by staying away from all the pleasures of the materialistic world. 

Rcj^ci cTcT^fc;^ ^raft ^5} cRfcr 1 
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dllduJilci x\ dcgoilk^ fer ^ cTffcT I I ^^y.idc^cHlid 



Do such a work through the day, so that you can sleep peacefully at night. 
Similarly, do such a work throughout your life so that you can 'live' peacefully after 
death. 

d£NftcUxH^TM litHcii^ ^cn^ararar 1 1 

Donating (part of ... these are my words :-) ) earned wealth is the best way to protect 
it. (Just like) allowing water to flow out of a lake is best way to keep the lake clean. 
Well, I don't know how exactly it works, but may be like this, If you are standing in a 
bus, and say seat before you becomes empty. If you offer that seat to some other 
person in the bus, next time when a seat in vicinity becomes empty he takes care that 
you get it. Similarly if you help others, they will protect you. 

^TcT: ^McHMlfui L|^fe^|[u| ^^ffcf I 
3TTc5RtRlcc|dHNl[u| ^^rfq S{ m?tfc\ 1 1 29^. 

A wicked person will notice the bad qualities as tiny as a mustard seed in other 
person, but will not notice even the bad qualities as large as any big leaf ('bilva-patra') 
within himself/herself. This subhaashita teaches us to look in to ourselves before we 
pass any bad comments on others. 

^M: lcR# ^TcRTt aT^f^cT farf^T I 
2JT ^TTcf J[g^T cf^T ^cfclT ^TcTafefcf I I 29(9. 

There are three things that can happen with money/wealth . The money can be 
donated, it can be consumed for individual purposes and lastly it can be destroyed (It 
will be of no use to either theindividual nor to the society). The wealth of the person 
who does not donate nor use it for his/her own purposes, ultimately gets destroyed. 

There are so many subhaahitas that tell us not to accumulate wealth! But as Shri. 
Ramray Kamath has stated in his last e-mail that attachment to money is often hard to 
resist- it rightly calls for a "sacrifice" in true sense. Please refer to the suBAshitas No. 
121, 124, 133, 179 and 189 which give us more guidelines for putting our earned 
wealth for proper usage! 

zn^ST: ^rfer?T^ ^sri^M^cid l 

One becomes like the people (around him/her), who one lives with, whom one serves 
and whom one wants to become like. 
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Only a person with good qualities knows (or appriciates) qualities of another, not a 
person without any qualities. A strong person knows (or judges) strength of another 
storng person, not a weak person. Cuckoo understands (or feels) vasanta Ritu 
(spring) not a crow (The cuckoo starts singing in this preriod). 
Elephant knows strength of Lion not a mouse. 

OJuidlcH cTT Mt>vjM: x><M<Hl fajjufift cfT I 
flpj^T: ?c£5tf: atefR^T: TO tJ2~ FJcf W I I 22o. 

A friend, even without many good qualities, is better than an enemy with good 
qualities. After all enemy is enemy. Though, we shall appreciate good qualities in 
others, it must not be forgotten that enemy is enemy and friend is friend. A person is 
our enemy or friend depending upon his and our interests, it does notdepend on his 
qualities. Refer to subhashit 194, which have similar meaning. 

M<l6d ^ceTRT ^£fefT£T%Tcf I 
^cT?-q|^c||6|cHQfM c^<Ht><I£t>* I I 229. 

Even a dust particle which rises above when beaten by someone's foot is better than 
the person who sits calmly inspite of being insulted badly. 

The message of this suBAshita can vary from person to person if applied individually. 
But when applied to the society or nation it will convey in no uncertain terms that any 
wrong/insult done, should get a befitting reply. Bharat which has been beaten by the 
terrorism for so many years could not follow this message. 

2TT arf^M^^^^T^fcr: I 
cT&T5f jcTScfTCT: ^ ^"STt ^T5T v^TSf^ I I 222. 

The one who speaks in a sweet language is a real wife to any man; from whom one 
gets happiness and satisfaction is a real son/daughter; on whom we can put our 
complete faith without any hesitation is a real friend; and the land in which we can 
easily earn our livelihood is the real country. 

The way to understand this suBAshita is not by validating our wife, son, friend or 
country on the above specified parameters but by seeing if we personally have the 
qualities mentioned by the suBAshitkAr! As for the country it can be said that from the 
government's point-of-view it is it's duty to see that every person has work and can 
easily earn his livelihood, but from the citizen's point-of-view it should no doubt be like 
"Ask not what the country has done for you, but ask what you have done for the 
country"! 

oRT 2n4 e^frT MaFTT€TT ^:PIR £|ctfr|d|W^II I 
c£t£J:teRT ^TldcHcHlil^cjl i^Tcf5RT: ^^cjlfafflM: I I 22?. 

The old age snatches away the beauty, hope takes away the courage, death defeats 
the life, hatred will destory ones noble attitude (dharmic vyavahaar), anger will lead to 
poverty, being in the company of bad people and helping them will take away ones 
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'sheela', uncontrolled desire will take away the shyness and false pride will take away 
all the good things! 

frjcfT ulMEd ^TRfcRcTT: cjpcJQd fref^ 3%3T I 
ffefT: M^chl4^dl: ^^dlRl ^:fefcnlfefT: I I 2^y. 

There are very few who can realise the qualities in others. Also are very few who keep 
attachment towards the poor people. One can rarely find any person who is fully 
engrossed in some ones work, and also very few are there who "feel" sad by seeing 
some ones misery. Should we try to become one of such rare and extinguishing 
species? 

3TRt^T ferTT .HcMolM <H6\£c\ TOT I 

^sjta ^f y^rt 3Te^?^r tarcfsJ: 1 1 

Good Health, Intelligence, friendship with noble people, birth in a great (noble) family 
and not being dependent on others (Say for economic or any other needs) - these 
things (and not 'money') - are the real wealth of a man. 

Refer to suBAshita No. 212 which very loosely relates with the current suBAshita. 
cfDTcTt cfT cf5Ruf TTfTt cfT cbldcbk U|dHj 

Whether circumstances causes King or King causes circumstances? 
There is no doubt that King causes circumstances. Though it talks about king, it is 
applicable to all of us. One can have doubt, if surrounding governs him, or he can 
govern his surroundings. Subhashitkar says that there is no doubt that your 
surrounding depends on you i.e. you create it. 

3TT^T: rjcf5Tfq ^rfet^ c\^c\ I 
5n^=t cT^cRTT ^TJT3TR": ^cH6M6) I I 22(9. 

Even if you surrender all the jewels that you possess, you will not get back a "single" 
second of the time that has passed away (in your life). When such is a case, those 
who are wasting the time - what a blunder they are committing!! But 'wasting' of time 
will mean different to different people! (The work/task which will mean 
'proper' usage of time for one person may be the 'waste' for another!) So what exactly 
to do which will not really mean 'wasting' of time? Please Refer to suBAshita No. 25 
on what way to spend the time. 

4)uMMi 2T^f cj 2l<M^dMldcbl I 
3TM^f t^Ttfcr ilc^cio ^ Jlryjd 1 1 22£. 

Even a tiny creature such as ant can move ahead miles together if it keeps on walking 
consistently. But if a Eagle doesn't decide to leave it's place then it can't move even 
an inch ahead!! suBAshitkAr wants to stress that only having the capability will not do. 
One should also have the "Will" to achieve the goal. And thus with a strong will an ant 
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(With inferior capabilities) can keep onmoving ahead, but the eagle (With much more 
superior capabilities) - without any efforts can't even dream to reach near it's goal! 

Notice suBAshita No. 37 which has similar meaning. 

cf5^TT cR^Jcf 3TTcTT fcpcT fQcTT 3jcRT i 

^€JcfT: ^dfrf^Qd jfera ^RT: II???. 

Different people have different interests out of same act. Take for instance wedding. 
The bride expects a handsome husband (which is natural for that age), her mother 
expects a wealthy son in law (so that he will keep the daughter happy in life), her 
father is interested in a knowledgeable person (which is a good quality for him) where 
as her brothers are interested in a good family background (so that they have a 
relation with a noble family). And what about others? they are interested only in 
delicious food! (they are not bothered about what happens to the husband and wife 
and their families afterwards). 

3Terf arafeT J|^£d rf^:^:i 
tp: cT5^Tfq dlillid 3RT cj HcliflcloW I l??o. 

Wealth can be earned, it can also be lost, (even after loss) it can be recovered again 
and again. But youth once gone, never returns. 

3TT3TT BTRT <H^C*»j|U|j cwftc; I Stiffen I 

2RJT cf^T: JT£rf*T ^cMlfcdWfed TJ^cRT I I ??S. 

Desire ('Asha') is a strange (surprising) type of chain! The one who are tied by this 
chain run here and there (For seeking the objects of desire) and the one who are free 
from this chain stand calmly at one place without moving, like an disabled person! 

^Rlfedd ^ejcHl^luii S\ <HI<H<HI>I cb^o^dhH I I 

Even after learning various sciences ('ShAstra') many remain fools ('murKha'). 
(They only have the theoretical knowledge of the subject) 
But the one who performs and acts ('kruti') is the real intelligent person. 
A doctor, with good intentions, only deciding on the correct medicine (for a particular 
illness) for a patient will not make that patient healthy. But when the doctor ensures 
that his/her prescriptions are properly followed by the patient, only then will the patient 
become free from illness. 

fcT 2fc^T ^T7^Jd crl^id W ^nfcT W I 

3T#JTtfarfcT: 3iWt cjcrld^^cft £cT: I I 233. fa^<Hlid 

One should put efforts in building up good character; the wealth is not stable. 
One who doesn't have wealth is not really powerless, (however) characterless person 
is a waste. 
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3iloHlc|«HM^'LJIki £R cTcT^SM f 1 1 ^$y.^T&TRcT 



The wealth, which is earned by troubling others, by disobeying the "Dharma" or even 
by swallowing (self) insult; does not bring happiness. 

uTRTTJl erf W ^ Jf^frT: 
STRT^TE^ W ^ f^trT: I 

^rerr id^cwll^H crejT ^Tf?r 1 1 

This suBAshita is uttered by Duryodhana. Draupadi asks Duryodhana that what is the 
reason that inspite having many common things in between Kauravas and Pandavas - 
(Same family ('kula'), Same Guru Dronacharya, Same pitamaha Bhishmacharya) 
Kauravas always followed the path of 'adharma' and Pandavas always the path of 
'Dharma'? Duryodhana says, "It's not that I didn't knew what was 'Dharma' and what 
was 'adharma'. 

But inspite of knowing what is 'Dharma', I couldn't follow it (It didn't become my habit) 
and even though I knew what was 'adharma' I couldn't desist from not doing it". This 
suBAshita ponits at a very delicate nature of the human mind. Many people know 
what is right and what is wrong. Still why is it that they still follow the wrong path?! So 
one has to develop the 'habit' ('pravrutti') of following the righteous path (and not to 
follow the bad way). 

3Tcfx^T lUdcdlM 3FTc^T SJcRTfT^ I 
3TgJc^£1 ^cTT cR^ <»KcM<Hft cf^ 1 1 23^. 

Without hurting others; Without geting into association of bad 
Without losing association of good; However little (you progress in the Path of 
Dharma) That is sufficient. The non-dharmic means cannot justify dharmic "looking" 
ends. 

In short ; There is no Dharmic Justification for a "Robinhood" type of activity. (Though 
ends may be good; the means are not good.) Any intention of Dharmic activity should 
be absolute and complete from Means through the End. 

ireta^T mfsoJi ^Tcfai ^ftrt i 

EJ^ e-^ilcH^dlci ch^Rld ^<H£loHcH: I I 23(9. 

It is easy to advise others (about how to behave, what is good, what is bad etc.) 
showing one's smartness, (so you can find many people doing that) (But practicing 
that is very difficult so) Only great man can practice dharma. In other words, only 
great man can stick to behaviour, what he thinks, the ideal. 

3#T5?l ^Mlct-dcil: ^tfuf c|^U|[l|^cR | 

cfDifT ^ d^Hdcbd'oill e^l^clliicblftuicH 1 1 
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Never let your enemy free (if you catch him) even if he asks for (and you feel pity on 
him). Assuming he will harm you in future, kill him. This Subhashit, no Indian should 
forget. Many times in our history our Hindu Kings have made this mistake of forgiving 
enemy. The most ancient example is of Raja Dahir, and the most recent is of 
Pakistan. 

% WTc^cRTcfRT: cblJRld ^bdRld ^ I 

TT^R ^cHlft tej u1|i||o±MlRiaT: I I 3 3 ? . ^tfl^TTOcT 

Your Majesty (Dhrutarashtra), no one ever has everlasting relationship with 
something else, (in this world). Not even with one's own body, let alone wife and son. 

^illfui l|,>|Ud||^: ^f^to: IT? 3R: I 

cHcRH^ m\ cjj^: 2ft M^d^^T: I I ?yo.#ciT 

The working senses are superior to dull matter; mind is higher than the senses; 
intelligence is still higher than the mind; and he [the soul] is even higher than 
the intelligence. Observe the ladder: The matter- Senses - The mind - Intelligence 
('buddhi') - The Soul. 

d^i^oi ^f5^T d||dobldRw4i|: I 
3T3c|cHWd cf5TcT Itel]^ tjdftc||§3#f I I ^y<9 . 

Carry your enemy on your shoulders if time is against you. But with first opportunity, 
destroy your enemy, as earthen vessel is broken on a rock. This subhashit tells us 
that an enemy is always an enemy. If you are not in position to fight with him, 
temporarily try to please him. But whenever you get a chance, finish him. 

3^|U|i W Rlcll^ uffcT J Nil fed ^Tcf&TT: I 

Donkeys are singing song in a weddings of camels. 

Both are praising each other, (donkeys say) how beautiful (camels are), 
(camels say) what a pleasant voice (of donkeys, i.e. donkeys are good singers). 
This is a typical scenario in a gathering of low calibre persons. None of them is of 
any excellence, but they praise each other, either because they don't know what is 
excellence, or because they want some mental satisfaction. Now whenever somebody 
praises you, remember this Subhashit. 

3^4cH|U|cHtiai|[d^ xH<*j£cHW: J#€TT5cT ^cT I 

cT£cf ^ JTf^TfecT ^ ?||fedcHIUH)[d ^ cfoRTcfoRTf | | 2«3 . UltcTT 2 .(90 

A person who is not disturbed by the incessant flow of desires-that enter like rivers 
into the ocean, which is ever being filled but is always still-can alone achieve peace, 
and not the man who strives to satisfy every such desires. 

M\ ch^un «^d)L)3iMi I 
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2J5f cgZsl ^udn^udi R|t|d||U|i I 



Getting delighted and feeling friendly by seeing others joys, getting dejected by seeing 
others sorrows, feeling happiness and satisfied by seeing others good work ('punya 
karma') and feeling ignorant on the bad deeds of others (Not discussing and thinking 
only about the bad nature of the person), - such reactions should occur on our own 
mind. A short suBAshita with great meaning, which can help any individual to become 
a better human being! 

~Z U^ld .H«KhQ <H|L|«hQ W^pUijId I 

(Those, who) do not get carried away by honour and do not become angry because of 
dishonour, do not use harsh words, even when angry, are known as great saints. 

enfcjR xHe^ifai ar^-erR STcTTfo *r l 

For an un-intelligent ('muDha') person, there are hundreds of incidents/ reasons 
occuring daily to become happy for and thousands of others to become unhappy at. 
But intelligent person's ('pandit') mind will not get disturbed by such minor things. 

rjcf5T ^cidcHefenerafM iten ?T^^Ttfta I 

o|ocilod^rl<H^6d,<514cHfecHI ^^cH|J||<hH<H I I ?tf(9. 
Background: 

Chanakya has uttered the above sentences. After Chanakya and Chandragupta 
established the 'Maurya' dynasty kingdom (defeating the Nand dynasty king), there 
were some difference of opinions between Chanakya and other ministers of the 
Kingdom. Those who wanted to leave me have already left. Those who want to leave 
me may also do so without any hesitation. But for achieving my objective, that which 
has helped me and which is stronger than thousands of soldiers - that my intelligence 
('buddhi') - let it not leave me!! 

See the confidence of Chanakya in himself! Apart from being self-confident, this 
subhaashita also teaches us that whatever we loose in life it is nothing... But let us not 
loose good mind/intellect and other noble qualities in ourselves. 

olldHi OTr?: £\<&Am 3iRMMdl<H WWC. 

Night sounds very long to the one who is awake all through the night. Little distance 
appears to be stretched to the one who is already tired of walking. (Similarly) Life 
sounds long to the people who do not know sat-dharma. 

^tcf clrl^Rn ^?-ejT TO ^cfcTT: | 



50 



cfcSMT^r clkod q^^<fclEdcb)cUl: I I ^tf? . 



The words 'give me' (begging), cause five virtues (good qualities) go away from you, 
immediately: intelligence, elegance, prosperity, glow and fame. 

X NX X 

ild<loHc|?t cJCTcT clcT clcT ^cT ^Jc&TcT: 2Ko. 

Try to avoid any work for which you have to depend on others. Try to finish the work 
fast for which you can do independently It does not mean that people should not co 
operate and do things together. It just gives a word of caution that if you are 
dependent on others for something, there is a chance that it will never get done or will 
be delayed. This is something which we experience frequently. 

arf^3Tlf^^£^wfti|c||R<Hl I 
3TWT Jlcdodi ^ejTST^T cTSJT ^Tl I 

A person whose wife lacks the good conduct (Is not a 'saadhvi') and sweet language, 
such a person should leave home and go to forest because for him, there should be 
no difference between a forest and his own home! 

3T^T #cT cf5cfer>J|U|oi||Jlsf^ ^fe^t I 
W cjx^j Lifted lu^lcHrjW erf: ^RTcR: I I 

The work which is not to be done (because it is bad) should not be done even if you 
have to loose your life. And the work which has to be done (because it is your duty) - 
should be continued to be done even if it costs your own life! This is the sanatana 
Dharma. 

E^TRTcTT Rl^^llcH I fj^T: ^J|^l£lM|d|d | 

OTcT d^l^ld cfoRT: chlcHId ^£^stera^ I I 3^3. 3H0|cJ< oflcil 2.^2 

"While contemplating the objects of the senses, a person develops attachment for 
them, and from such attachment lust develops, and from lust anger arises". 
The attachment (and hence the desire to attain) for an object develops in the first 
place by perceiving it through the senses. When such desire is not fulfilled, then there 
comes anger in the heart (due to frustration of the desire) 

Therefore the best policy is to not even think about the sense objects and thus live 
simply and happily. For, the more one thinks, the more one desires; the more one 
desires, the more one gets frustrated, and the more one gets frustrated, the more one 
gets angry. 

dieted Jjuicld l^fcT t|Mc^cdM u l<H I 

\D x x \D x 

,H<Jcb|<i|*| ^J?t ^£cR3T££ cfT I I . 

There is no work which is good in all respects. There is no work bad in all respects. 
Both good and bad points are present in every work. 
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U3xT: axlcf: ^^R^feFTT I 



On one side is an act of performing 'Yadnya' and donating generously for the same 
and on the other side is an act of giving an helping hand to the poor/needy and curing 
the diseased ones. Both these acts will earn for you the same 'Punya'. 

cHlc^clcM^I^ M^odl^ clVcId I 
31lc<Hc|c^3^TT| 2J: ^^rfcT m^c\ I I . 

Those who are 'dharmic' in nature (Have noble qualities), consider all the women 
(Except one's own wife) as mothers - consider other's wealth as dust (Have no 
intention to acquire other's wealth by any meanes) - and consider all the other living 
creatures like themselves (Equally love all the living creatures as one would love 
himself/herself)! 

?c[T ^ fef^ cTcT ^ ^T?<Hlc^l|M6cH I I 3H(9. 

Whatever be the nature of a person, it is always very difficult to change. If a dog is 
appointed as King, even then he will not stop biting shoes. That is, he will keep on 
doing all the inferior things which he is otherwise used to. 

dlc^^rSRt <^of|jd<Hh' ^HlddcH 
oi|c|^|d|fedlilHi dloijm^ ?Tefcf£I: 3K£ . 

For a person who is seconded by activities (i.e. for a person who depends on his own 
efforts), peak of a mountain is not very high (is not hard to climb), bottom of earth 
(centre of earth) is not very deep and an ocean is not difficult to cross. 

cgfo qfecfert feRJTSd^dlsfq I 
cHfuWI 3^cf: taT^ ^ ar^TS^: 

One should avoid crooked person even if he/she is educated. Isn't snake adorned with 
gem, dangerous? 

^cHIMidd ^c2T^:^lcHmldd cTSJT I 

^cfc>c|d N l|ftc|d~cd c£:Mfo W ^ddlte W I I ^0.3T£TajTCcT 

Take pleasure from the joys (in life) and also accept the sorrows; for joys and sorrows 
keep changing in a cycle. 
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sjrfwit into: 4teT: §nf^a^t oiraita: 1 1 



Those who can read books are better than the illiterates. Better than the readers of 
the book are those who also understand the meaning of the books. Better than those 
who understand the meaning of the books are the one who know / experience the 
supreme reality and even better are those who put in practice the knowledge that they 
have gained from the books! 

cT^cT slIcHcbdfcsii oTRJcf T^T 1 1 W . %m. 9.9.(9 

Just as the bird can fly high with the help of it's two wings, in the same way with the 
help of knowledge ('dnyaana') and duly performance of one's own duties ('karma') - 
one can attain the supreme reality. 

3T^Tc#1dcbli|^l ^JcT: Idfe^ ufRJcf 1 1 2^3. 

If you are thinking of doing some work, don't tell it (to others). If others get to know it, it 
won't succeed. There are some people who talk a lot and don't do much. Perhaps this 
Subhashit is meant or such people. Subhashitkar is telling us to 'do' rather than 'tell' 
your intentions to other. 

?\c\tfj]: ^RT ?feit UT1% 31e^RJ3T I 

^nf^Ri^Hifd cTTf^Ri^Hifd ^rm%i I ^^y. 

Loosing balance while walking, talking in low voice (not able to talk properly), 
sweating, and fear, all this are signs found in a person who is about to die, same signs 
are found in yAchaka, i.e. a person who is asking help from others (a person who is 
dependent on others). 

%m ^cT ejR^t cTeJT I 

Willing to listen, to actually listen, to understand what we listen, to be able to 
remember what we have listened, to be able to deduce some conclusions and put 
forth arguments, to be able to formalise and conclusively put forth the thought, 
knowledge of the around and Philosophy - these are the eight facets of 'buddhi'. 

'mR A ityu' (Death) is a two letter word while 'brahma' (The ultimate reality) - the non- 
perishable - is a three letter word. The word 'mama' (Mine) is also a two letter word 
and thus will lead you to 'mR A ityu' - but the word 'namama' (Not Mine) is a three letter 
word and will thus lead you to the 'brahma' (The ultimate reality)! Nothing in this world 
"is mine" - I am not the "owner/creator" of any thing in this world - "idam na mama" 
(This is not mine) - I am only an care taker or trustee of the so-called things 
owned by me! One should think and act keeping this in mind. 
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^id^fLI ^T^fcT cTT^T^TT^Io dc^id (Jlcjcblfacb^ : I 
^cdl^lcdcEJtRt ^k: VXM rfcT 112^(9. 



Direct Sun (light) does not burn us (our skin) as much as a hot sand dune does. 
(Similarly) A mediocre person who becomes great (or powerful) due to another 
person (like sand dune getting hot due to Sunlight) is often annoying. 

Sometimes he will sleep on floor, sometimes on bed. 

Sometimes he will eat vegetables, sometimes rice and bread. 

Sometimes he will wear worn cloths, sometimes very rich cloths. 

A person who is dedicated for a certain cause/work is never bothered of 

(such external) difficulties of facilities. In short, a devoted person is unaffected 

by all the things which are not related to his cause. 

^uililteTT fr€IN^d^OT9 cf#f OT: I 

Wife M^liiuj TRcR TRT^T ^Rte^T 

TI^Rlrldil: ^ a^?r a^TW^TT^Rl 1^^?. TRR^iT ^Tfa 

Rama, the jewel among the kings, Him I worship, by Him the hordes demons have 
been destroyed, to him is said my prayer, beyond Him there is nothing to be 
worshipped, His servant I am, my mind is totally absorbed in Him, O Ram, please lift 
me up. (The speciality of this verse from rAmarakSha is, it gives all the eight 
declensions of the singular word rAma. Hats off to the composer, Budhakaushik Rishi) 

cHofiulcj cHl^dcJc^i Mfeiii ^fecHdl clftcricH I 

ciidioHoi cfR^er^r starrer sre^T m£ 1 1 200. trr:^ ^to 

I take refuge in the lord Hanuman who is as fast as the mind, equals his father, the 
wind-God, in speed, is the master of the senses, the foremost amongst the learned, 
the leader of the Monkey forces and the great messenger of Shri Rama . 

^Wklccia^ p^: 3TmreKlfeTcTT: JT^T: I 
^Nkl^dcH^^W 3TTc[Rt 6coHc13TOTl I 2(99 . ^.y.^ 

Good conduct gives long life, desired well-behaved progeny and ever-lasting wealth 
(i.e. prosperity), so also by good conduct other defects are destroyed. (i.e.They 
become ineffective.) The suBAshikAr wants to stress that achieving all the good things 
in the life does not depend on others but rather than on the 'individual' only! And the 
method is also very simple - "Good Conduct" ! 
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^€Tt^cT £W3HkQd£ cTsf^ clfe ^JTcf^T I I 2(9?. 3^. ?.H0 



iEGIKS 



The family in which women folks (such as mother, wife, sister, daughter etc.) are full of 
sorrow that family meets its destruction very soon; while the family in which thay have 
not to grieve is always prosperous. Gender equality etc. are the terms evolved in last 
few hundred years. But here in Hindu's ancient literature one can find not just dry 
words but sincere and pure feelings for making entire humankind happy. 

3Wch><£)cbc1$lfcfcT: STcffftft uMft^ftsMi c\Wc\ I 



Strength of a powerful person is ignored if he does not show it to others (if others 
areunaware). As far as energy is stored in wood, no body is bothered about it. But 
when same wood starts burning, they are scared of that. 

Rlchrlcj] 2T: 3c|«H^c|d"cl 

ST eft y^ldod <5k I: ^iRldloHM: ^Otf. 

A powerless timid person believes in fortune (i.e. relies on external forces for his own 
progress). A powerful person with self esteem does not give any importance to 
fortune. This subhashita tells us that a person himself is responsible for whatever 
happens in his life. So he must 'act' if he wants to do any progress. He can not blame 
his fortune. 

^rerr ^ OTiffei crt^ a ctaocici : i 

cTeJT l^-ewrffef clcfe^ ^TcT 3TT^TT: I I 2(9^.7^. 3.(9(9 

Just as, (in this world) all the (living) beings exist, depending on (with the help of) air 
(vAyu), in the same way, all the other stages of life (i.e. Ashramas) exist depending on 
the stage of a house-holder (i.e. Grhasthashrama). 

ojlil^bdxHcHlcbkl c^^J^crfq" % duvrcHI: I 
3^ c|<ftcfc>|cbh>| crf^cr <Hg\\6±\: I | 2(9^. 



The good ('sajjan') people are like a coconut - Harsh/Rough from outside but very soft 
and sweet from inside. In contrast the bad ('durjan') people are like berry - only soft 
from outside, but hard from inside! Just as coconut does not 'look' nice, the 'sajjan' 
people at first sight may seem to be harsh in their talk and attitude - But in reality their 
mind is pure. The 'durjan' people may 'look' nice with their sweet talk, but in their 
minds they will be crooked. What this suBAshita teaches us is that don't be 'nice' 
and 'good' in your external look - that is not important, but be 'nice'/'good'/'sweet'/'pure' 
from inside - from your mind. After all beauty is God given - whereas it is in one's 
hand to make one's mind more and more beautiful! 

cTcf ^K^rfflRJTTcr 2JTTcT W I 

3T3iT°Tt farfcT: 5iH clrld^ £cft £cT: I I 3(9(9. 
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One shall protect his 'sheela' (good character) with efforts (not his wealth), 
money can be earned and lost (i.e. money is not stable, you have it today tomorrow 
you may lose it). A wealthy person without a good character is as good as dead. 



tH£M<Hl UfcT: tT^ejT: I I 2(9£. 

This is by Dharamaraja in Mahabharata. It tells us how difficult it is to decide what is 
good or bad. Logic is unstable (i.e. one can draw any conclusions depending on his 
knowledge and intelligence, and these conclusions may change greatly due to slight 
changes in available knowledge). Shruti or Veda will give different opinions (different 
Vedas will have conflicts over an issue). Every Rishi/Muni will have his own opinion, 
and there is nothing to believe that one is better than another. Philosophy of dharma is 
very difficult to understand. So, the path followed by great persons, is the right path. 

^sr sret doiicicwi ^ sretfadoiiiil i 

%c\%gP to&fcTD fcT cT£te ftMQciil : I I 2(9?. WOT 

The one who speaks truth, one who spends less, One who eats nutritional food in 
limited quantity and the one who has conquered the senses, gets peaceful sleep. 

erf ^liil^&jkck dlcbfacjoi^cl z\ 1 1 7i Co. 

Let him avoid (the acquisition of) wealth and (the gratification of his) desires, if they 
are opposed to Dharma (the sacred law); and even Dharma, which may cause pain in 
future (or result in pain in future) and is condemned by the people or is offensive to the 
people. 

This suBAshita by Maharshi Manu proves the broad mindedness of the Hindu Culture. 
Ofcourse The 'Dharma' referred here is the 'Yuga-Dharma' and not the 'Sanatan' 
Dharma. This provision in our culture to frame the new 'Yuga-Dharma' which is 
relevant for that 'Yuga' (Period) is what has helped our culture to bealways relevant in 
all the 'Yugas'. We don't say that the laws made by some 'great' person/'holy' book - 
one thousand years ago should be valid and implemented even today! The flowing 
water is always fresh while the still water develops insects and bacterias! More on 
'Dharma' in suBAshita Nos. 17,67,140,144,235. 



aT^T^lRrd^cHl^chrll «H|cd|cbl^ cllcldl: I 
cllJildl: €T€RT€^cr aitcm: 5^TTTcR: I I IC*). 

Those listeners only are meritorious, who have faith and devotion and have no further 
desire except grasping the subject, have control over their speech and are holy (or 
pure). 



cra^syfcte fatten 
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We ourselves may have commented many times on the speech of some 
Lecturer/'Kirtan-Kaar'/Social Workers/Good Politicians etc. and may have pointed out 
the mistakes in the speech and that of the person also! 

But this suBAshita is for Listeners! Without the qualities mentioned in the suBAshita, 
the listener or the seeker cannot really "Realize" or "Live" the Truth/Philosophy that 
the orator is trying to explain. Even being a Good Listener is so difficult! 

ctetHId d'yid^JlcH y<iktecH3FTT: ^ I I 

In ancient India, there were states called 'gaNarAjya'. These states did not have any 
king, and were governed by government similar to present democracy. This 
subhashita is about such gaNarAjya. Whenever unity in unions (societies or 
gaNarAjya) is broken, they get destroyed, because if they are not united, it is easy for 
their enemies to conquer them. That's why unions (societies) should always try to 
be united. We can find many subhashitas in Sanskrit or in other Indian languages that 
tell us importance of unity in general, and with respect to defence. If we turn pages of 
our history, we will find that India was, and is, strong in all respects. But, we have a 
serious lacking, that is devoid of unity, which helps our enemies. Everyone of us 
should try to help our motherland by uniting our brothers. 

^cll^frgCTT: OTT aMTcT^kTl 
3ilaHc||i*»i vjTRTct u||ol?lftl W 3J§rtcT I I ZC$. 

Every one is always expert in finding out (and talking about) falts/shortcommings of 
another person. He either does not know his own faults or even after knowing he 
keeps 

quiet about it. 

^RTcT ~3 cj farf^J ^rRJlcT I 

Fame is obtained by donating (giving) money, not collecting it. Clouds (givers of water) 
have a high position whereas the seas (reservoirs of water) have a low position. 

Let him not, even though pained by others (speak words) cutting (others) to the quick; 
let him not injure others in thought or deed; let him not utter words, which would pain 
others and prevent him from gaining heaven. 

cP^^^Rldldcllcl: 

cb^dj^cbm'chldcHJddld: I 

JNIMc1:RHcfd^d^dc||d: 

defter A\yd^\ Rl5 i|d|U£: 1 1 ?_t^. 
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If an onion plant is grown in camphor bed, musk is used as a soil for it, or it is watered 
with Ganga-jala (the holiest of the waters), will it give up its characteristic pungent 
odour? The central idea is that a person's basic character remains the same, no 
matter what efforts you take to change him. 



If water is added to a vessel drop by drop, it gets filled slowly. Similarly, knowledge, 
dharma (punnya, virtuous deeds), and wealth are to be earned slowly. 
This subhashita says that don't ever miss to gain a small amount of knowledge, 
dharma or wealth, because any small amount actually adds in your treasure. 

A servant hates his master if the master is miser and rough in talking. 
Why doesn't he hate himself as he can not judge who is worthy of serving and who is 
not? Normally people tend to blame the surroundings for their sufferings. 
Most of the times the cause of trouble is oneself and not his surroundings. 

Unity is the strength of any society and it (society) is weak without 
unity. Hence wellwishers of the nation strongly praise unity. 

cJoTcxTcncT cbl^JojcHldl 
cJ>f5TT:^ ch«Hcbcidli||: I I 

cf5TcfT^5[T cIo^^T^I l??o. 

Who are you, little girl ? : ( My name is) kAnchanamAIA. 
Whose daughter are you ? : ( I am the daughter of) kanakalatA. 
What is it in your hand ? : the palm-leaf ( used as a slate or writing pad). 
What is the written there (on it) ? (alphabets) ka kha ga gha 

3fC5jt^lMN|oTH6d: ^teo^JcRT^ft I 

O good man! The control over mind is more difficult than drinking the water of entire 
ocean, uprooting the Meru 

mountain and also licking or eating the fire . (The control over the mind is more difficult 
than all the impossible things 
mentioned above). 

But then the question of how to make this impossible task - possible is unanswered by 
this subhaashita. 

3Tsto ^R^?ll^o||Ud|^cb§T: I 
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§l£ldoci uTRTTci ^cff ^RJT I I W . 



Mere reading of the four vedas and all the shastras number of times, is not enough for 
obtaining the realknowledge of Brahman (Realisation of the supreme being), Just as a 
spoon in a vessel used for serving, does not get the taste of the thing served from that 
pot. (For realisation of highest principle, listening the shastras, meditating on them, 
and their constant study, observing of the restrictions etc. are necessary.) 

cT^T I^T ol J|cd4 cT^T TjptT: ^fefcfT I I 3 ? 3 . 

He, whose mind is free from objects of senses and whose heart is calm (free from 
passion, anger, greed etc.), entire world is his friend and liberation or emancipation is 
as if in his hand only. (He is as good as liberated). 

3TfrRldi^T>|o€J^r ?IMl3l«H SldlcMI 
^bcHlfdci cT^ *ft ^ ^fff: 

Salute to the guru, who opens eyes of a person blind due to darkness of ignorance, by 
knowledge (GYAna). Guru is one of the most honourable personalities in Indian 
(Hindu) tradition. This Subhashita demonstrates Guru's role in one's life. Difference 
between an ignorant person and a knowledgeable person is stated as difference 
between a blind and a person with normal eyesight. Guru is a person who gives sight 
to otherwise blind person. 

On the day of Ashaadh pournima (full moon day in Ashaadh month of Hindu 
calendar), called Guru pournima, Hindu's show their respect to their Guru by 
sacrificing something for him. 

3^ot T^fcfcfr cfe: ^<|i|^cjlM?TR^fcTl 

What can a wicked person do to someone who has the weapon of fogivance in his 
hands ? Fire fallen on ground without any grass extinguishes by itself. 

Llcllclftcl £JT^rf cSf^cT ^fe^M : | | 

An intelligent man, eager to have knowledge and wisdom, studies the books and 
discards what is unimportant, grasping the essence (only) just as a farmer abandons 
useless husk completely and picks essential grains only. 

3^cJol|c{ ^c§: 3lfcTcfR": ISRJT cfHJ: I 
3T^^G(T ccTfT ?cTO terai: €Nc|^d|: I |??(9. 

In case of a student envy is (sudden) death, to much talking is the destruction of 
wealth. Unwillingness to serve, haste and boasting (or self-praise) these are enemies 
of learning. 
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A lazy person can never earn wealth (or he can never achieve any thing), 
neither a wicked person, nor a rogue. The one who worries about others' reactions 
about his deeds, and the one who waits for long time (for good opportunity) also can 
not earn wealth. A person must be very active, honest, loyal, confident and quick in 
actions, in order to achieve his goal. 

^TcfcST aficMoii Eldlc^ OT^cJxfej: | 
TT?% 3T£Jcbe>li ^cRTTef e^coi-lc^ I I 

It should be given(donated) or enjoyed and spent. As far as money is concerned 
it should never be stocked up. Look here, the collected savings of the bees 
are stolen by others. 

2JT 5l^l^d€l^cb^y^fafMt: dfcdl 

3TT mi<\c\\ 3TJTcrdT^r:?liyvj1I^J|L|6l 1 1 3oo. 

The one who is as white (beautiful) as kundapushpa ( jasmine or lily flower-two from 
two different dictionaries), moon or a garland of dewdrops, whose attire is white, 
whose hand is decorated with Veena (a string instrument), who is sitting on a white 
lotus, who is always worshipped by Gods like BrahmA, VishNu and Mahesh, 
Let the Godess Saraswatl, who puts an end to lethargy, protect me! 

cb^Rld torfq 6± U M dHdTcJIcj^lcHfM <HW uj)^ | 

tr^rjr ^T>u|ldi cilclill aM^cf dx>u|ld|cH I I ?o9. 

One should never steal others belongings. One should never utter a harsh word about 
another person (especially something which exposes his deficiencies). 
One should think about holy feet of Vishnu (one shold worship Vishnu from heart). If 
one does this, he can attain moksha easily. 

^TR^TTcf #cf 2fcT: OTW I 
d^l^ft W ^^[T^gtcrct ~5\ crfrT I I ?o?. 

Do not tell your good qualities to a wise person, he will know them or will find them 
out. Also, do not tell your good qualities to an idiot person, because he will not be 
able to undertand them. One does not need to advertise himself Those who can 
appreciate your qualities, will find out by themselves. Others are not worth paying 
attention, as they can not understand your greatness. The current era of 
advertisement (actually, advertising more than what one has) gives 
exactly opposite message. But our culture, since ancient times, believe in this 
subhashita. There is more emphasis on 'doing' rather than 'telling' what you did. 
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cfr ?Tci irfcfcT ^ScIT mu^cll e^M^T: I 

^<Qd clfefT: ^Tcf £T £T ^5 STcf % STcfl I ?o?. 



Hold your breath, if you have tried interpreting this shloka !! Correct interpretation of 
words is of great importance in Sanskrit language! Notice that ke and shava have 
been separated. The word "ka" means water (among several other meanings). Hence 
ke means in water pANDava also means fish and kaurava also means crow. 

Hence the interpretation is : 

Seeing the corpse (shava) fallen in water, the fish were overjoyed. All the crows, 
however, started crying .. " O the corpse in water !!" 

jj^ujdfciki^ ^rafeRferracT: I 

3cqej J-|[di|?|^| ^TTST aTcrfcT SlltH«H<H I I . ^T3TRcT 

A preceptor or an elderly person, if puffed up with pride, if unable to discriminate 
between the proper and improper thing to be done, and has taken to a wrong path, 
punishment in his case is just. (No need to feel the 'weight' of the past greatness of 
that person!) 

zra^OTcI ^RTTTcf <H6MoU-w4i|l I 

f^T cT^cf dlcilcb ^k-cc|G£jR<Hldi||: I I ?oH. 

O descendant of raghu, whatever day is spent in the service of great men, that is a 
real day. Other days are the abode of darkness, (even though there is day-light they 
are wasted. They do not deserve to be termed a day). 

cf^T ^<R|c||c^ Tfl JFTT 3TT cjp^T ^ 1 1 $0^. 

If you are not at variance with (i.e have no difference of opinion with ) God Yama, the 
son of Vivasvat, who dwells in your heart, you need not either visit the Ganges nor go 
to the (holy) land of kurus (for expiration of your sins). 

3^dlc|)sfq Rldllciid^fq Q^c\ 1 1 30(9. 

What is use of a person who is born in high clan (vishAla kula ) but is devoid of 
Knowledge (VidhyAhlna) . (i.e. how does it matter even if a person is born in 
respected family, if he is devoid of knowledge). If a person is knowledgeable, then he 
is worshipped even by Gods, even if he is born in a low clan. 

TT5T ^cf cb^fadL) ^TGft cNHod^WJ i^T 
^JcT^iMeRT ddldiclRfld doiHli^cla: 11 3o£. 
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Karlr tree ( a leafless tree that is found in deserts) does not blossom (even during 
Spring); how is the Spring responsible for that? Can you blame the Sun, for the Owl 
can not see during the day ? The cloud can not be blamed if the rain water does not 
fall in the beak of Chatak bird (a bird who supposedly drinks only the rain water that 
falls into his beak). Who can change (erasee) the fate (written on one's forehead) ? 

^ejT%Tjfejcr5: cf5f§t|cT UI^I<Hli^lcP53TcT I 

jcte^ST W iJcHdjt&dcTS^ 3^1WT3T: I I . ^aTTCcT 

As a certain traveller remains under a shade (of some tree) and having refreshed 
himself again goes on (his journey), so does the company of living beings. 

^tef^T cRltef u|J|c&ol cJ53fuTT I 

If you want to make this world obidient just by doing one thing, then chase off the cow 
(the toungue) grazing the field of grains (of blaming, cursing others) Do not curse, 
criticize others. 

u^^^n falJT ^xbc\a\ £T^f cfT I 

3jeM toraT 1%?JT ^erf ^mcra^fct 1 1 ?gy. 

Knowledge (is acquired) by serving the teacher, or by a lot of money or by (exchange 
of) knowledge. A fourth (path) is not available. 

Just as a person gets water after digging earth with a spade, so also a student who 
serves his guru gets knowledge. 

If a person has good qualities, they spread by themselves (others get to know about 
his qualities automatically, he does not have to advertise them). 
(As) aroma of musk does not need an oath (it proved by itself). 

^rteT W od|L)d||di cffi^ a^RWRRT: I I ^O.^OTJcT 

Just as two pieces of wood come together in the great ocean (by the stroke of a wave) 
and after coming together separate, so does the association of living beings. 
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^Tcf^TJTT: chlcK|cHcHI6T^I I 3 9 C . ^HcT?TcTcfD 



The one who is wealthy is (considered to be) of high descent. He is the one who is 
(assumed to be) scholar, famous, having ability to distinguish good qualities; orator 
and people would want to see him. All the good qualities are (considered to be) 
possessed by the affluent. 

i|c£MI tafllcWgjclRdci 3^cfT EJ^T 

^ ^ratf^yratcf get ^nfcf tto: i i . ^fcT?Tcra5 

Whatever little or more wealth is written on one's forehead; one will get it even in the 
desert. Will not get more even if one goes to Meru (name of a mythological mountain). 
Be patient, do not show poverty to the wealthy. Look, the pot can take equal amount 
of water from a well or from the ocean. 

3TFc^T c| m3[?TT ^T: MNcHlillQd OT^: I I 32 o. Rl^<Hlid 

An ocean never begs (for water), yet it is always full of water. If one makes oneself 
worthy, riches come to that worthy person by themselves (with their own accord). 

gI^IccHRi ^#cTT ^ dccb^fd rfcf ^l: JWrf : I 

%T ^cf 0|U|d|cH ijM ~Z ^IJilcllcH ^ll<HUd|^L| &ratcf 1 1 3?9.EJ<WWci 2.9? 

If a man, recites even a large portion of sacred text, but being heedless (negligent) 
does not put in to practice, he has no share in the ascetic life; He is like a cowherd 
who counts the cows of others (i.e. he is not the owner of the cows). 

cl^T £l^c1lft<HcH£^ <H6\^ McJdcH^d^b cJT I 

2TkT TOrT i^#eicT cfT 75i^cT ^ u ill id cbdlfa I I ^ficRTcTcfo 

When one is trapped in the middle of a jungle ,in the war, in the midst of enemies, 
water/flood or fire, in the ocean or on the mountains; while sleeping, in 
unconsciousness, or in (any kind of) odd situation - The good deeds that one might 
have done in the past, protect oneself. 

5T cf5TcTt c^Jj^cHJ R>R: cjocdid cb^RldJ 

chicle <sld<Adlcld RWt>1diefefel3T 1 1 ?^?.^T3TRcT I.C 0 !. 0 ! 0 ! 

The time does not kill a person by weapons, but it destroys the thinking capability of a 
person and makes that person follow a wrong path - which ultimately leads to the 
destruction of that person. Corrupting the intellect is really the power of time! 

OT35£ci OT^£4 eft d-Hifd ulMdlcH I 
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£cjt afluj ^rejT d^MWi 3muc\ 1 1 



Oh men! Go together harmoniously; speak together; understand each other's minds; 
Just as gods from ancient times, having known each other's minds did the job come to 
their lot, religiously, so you too act. 

r\ Tjrsi^ rrm rrrarQiJiryid 1 1 ?^h.£JcKhm< h.s 

As long as a sin is not mature (does not get ripe) so long an ignorant person considers 
it sweet like honey; but when the sin ripens he has to suffer it's consiquences. (has to 
suffer the misery, resulting from it). 

A man conquering all the other senses, as long as, he does not control the organ of 
taste (tongue), so long he cannot be called self-controlled. He becomes self-controlled 
(fully) with the control of the desire for taste in food. 

^T^f IfeRTT 3]crcft tR^TR^ 3TFcjcft I 

There are two (persons in this world), who are free from anxiety and filled with great 
delight: An ignorant child, without any activity and an ascetic beyond the three Gunas 
(i.e. Prakrti) - i.e. who has attained god. 

A man, having his body well pierced by the arrows is not pained (tormented) so much, 
as he suffers, when his mind is cut to the quick by shaft-like harsh words of the 
wicked. 

3TcT: *J: cj^ujldnfo £dfi<|c| ^fe<HNj I 32?. 

Nobody knows, tomorrow what will happen to whom. Therefore, the wise, finish 
tomorrow's work today itself. 

cR#T^ TjftclTST cfccfDctei c£cp>cT: 

™ nftcM i^rstwt ftsfa: I 

c| WfcT ^f^t TOT ^SCiTT j%?TTcTT 
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A yogi says to a king: We are here (in a hermitage) content with a garment, made of 
barks, while you are with your silken garments. Our contentment is the same. There is 
no difference whatever. He, who has abundant desire, is poor. When there is 
contentment in the mind, who is rich and who is poor? 

^JchHdllid cTteffilr ^ ^cfT ^fecfRMT: I 

cf ^Hot^ocbicl<H ^sfen^cr ^nejcr: 1 1 339. WTOT 9o.y£.39 

The holy places of water and idols of gods made out of stone do not purify the 
devotees immediately. They purify men after a long-standing adoration. But saints do 
so by a mere sight (as soon as devotees see them). 

&F(c\ sf^r d^iRj Itew^TcT ^rtt ^ejT 1 1 332. &ttoct y.^y.ys 

If a brahmin with even (sama) attitude towards all (Samadrsti) does not act for giving 
relief to the weak (and opressed), it may be considered that, that brahmin has lost his 
Brahma lusture (energy), just like the milk(or water) streaming (or leaking) out from a 
pot that is leaking. 

^n^RRRfefRR cbftfcdlid I I 333. 

This subhashita is for them who believe in luck or fortune rather than their own 
capabilities. It says, if luck only is doing all your work, then why do you need to do 
anything? Your luck will also do your day to day activities like taking bath, giving 
donations, sitting and talking. Moral: don't rely on fortune or other such things, rely on 
your own strengths. 

cbl4cHUc|[L| cJoTcr c| cbd^c^McbkdlcH I 
cH6<^Mchklsf^RcWdl^ol|chldd: 1 1 

Even a very small thing done for somebody is very helpful if done 
at a proper time. But if one does not do it at a proper time (does it when 
it is not called for), then a (apparently) big favour to a person will be in vain. 

2JT ^R=reJ nTefocT ^ef ^dsfcr w I 
3Tcr^ d<c||UH)id 3" ^l<*i) tafcf 1 1 

If a person wants something, and if he makes efforts to achieve it - without getting 
tired - then no doubt he gets it. 

i|<[5ld y|U|6l: TjfeT^: ^cf^Tcf^f j^arfcT j^f^R: | 
cfxT W ^^^cWeJfcTWTf cT^f c^|l|£d^l cblc^cbcHj I 

Whatever is earned by a person, by lethal hard work, the descendants divide it 
amongst themselves, when he/she dies. (However) the wrong deeds done by the 
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sinner for gaining the wealth; accompany him/her. (He/she has to face the 
consequences. The sins are not inherited). 



3%tt ^rt Idtcb^un a^fer 1 1 ??(9.wi 

Starving mother might leave her own son, starving snake might eat her own eggs, 
What sin can a starved not do? People, who are helpless, get merciless when its a 
question of life and death for them. 

3fupTSW 3Te^KT§W 2TTC^33J: c|?2Tcit I 
^TcT: ak«Hlctaid gscTrei WHS: I I 

A wise person should gather only important parts (gist) of knowledge from all 
'shaastras' (because they are many and it is impractical to learn everything in depth) - 
juts as a bee gathers (only) honey from all types of flowers (and does not collect 
flowers). 

^ 31ooiU;cbTH<H c^R ^jcrfergfetoTT I 

~Z JTra^JT: ~3&$\ 3TTc|: l|^c|d<H I I 33?. 

Giving water and food is the best amoung various donations, 'dwadashi' is the most 
auspicious amoung all the days. 'Gayatri Mantra' is the best amoung all the 'Mantras' 
and mother is superior over all the Gods, ['dwadashi' - 12th day of a fortnight - In 
Hindu system of calendar a 'dwadashi' comes twice in a month - once in the 'shukla 
paksha' when moon is in the waxing phase and once in the 'krishna paksha' when 
moon is in the wanning phase.] 

oH4^4 i^ijcd m ^cfcTT: | 

^dk-cj^ i^lod dc|^-d^|Lhdl: fejT: I I 3tfo.<H^jid 

Where women are adored and given respect, the Gods like to stay in such places. But 
where women are given ill-treatment, at such places no work is successful because of 
absence of Gods. 

lici <£dl«HI oilddliaT^cTT ^ cH|r|cbcf||[u| ^cHl^fed | | 

Lions in forest, who eat flesh of other animals - will not eat grass even if they are very 
hungry. Similarly, persons born in good families will not perform any misconduct even 
in odds. Meaning of respectable family should be taken here as a good cultured 
families - families with values. When a person is having a bad time, to overcome it, he 
may do something that is ethically wrong, e.g. a person can steal somebody else's 
food if he is starving. A cultured person will die - but not do such things. 
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The glittering fly appears bright (or is visible) only until the absence of moon in the 
sky. But when the Sun rises, there is neither the glittering fly nor the moon! 
In absence of a true great person, a mediocre will also appear like a great person. But 
nobody will notice such person in presence of a truly great individual. 

warier ^ ut^tojTct ^n^N<j|dlsft 2R s l 

A good person never gives up his/her nature even when caught in a disaster. 
Camphor caught with fire, emits more fragrance. 

fte? cf53$ cj cT^qcfcEJ^ I 

cR^ffef^n^ui ^j^bRlccb^cblidlaT: I I ^WW. Rl^lcb^ldHuTl 

The whole purpose of worship (Like chanting 'mantras', performing 'puja' etc.) is for 
purifying the mind and not for attaining the spiritual knowledge. Spiritual knowledge 
can only be attained by deep thinking and reading and would not be attained even if 
any one chants millions of 'mantras'. 



8J#T c£:3T iliccbR|cbl4cblc)^3^ I 




While working hard we do feel a bit of sadness due to the adverse conditions. But 
surely in future when we think of 'that' work, it gives us the happiness and 
satisfaction (Of having completed the work up to the expectation). Any good and 
positive work to be done cannot be done without facing the hardship. At the moment 
of actually doing the work we may feel the heat of it! But in future the memories of it 
will surely give a pleasant and cool experience! 

3TT^t Wl 3irate3 35£cfZT IcPSSTcf IcPSScT: I 
?Yer f^WR^J wfcT W^cTT 3fJT: 1 1 

Fortune of a person who sits idle, also sits idle. That of who stands, also stands. That 
of who sleeps, also sleeps, and fortune of a person, who walks, also walks. Here, 
subhashitkar says that fortune does not bring any thing to life, one who Works, or puts 
efforts, succeeds (you can say his fortune also works for him). In other words God 
helps them, who help themselves. 

^f^T cllchMddl ^£lfef53T: I 
y<£ldldc£teK % <H6loH°]|«H 1 1 3tf(9. 

Courage in adversity, patience in prosperity, oratory in assembly, bravery in battle, full 
of interest in fame, attachment to knowledge; all these are naturally found in the great 
persons. 
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^TTcIcT %^cT cTTcIcT ^ % ^<HW I 



One may claim proprietorship to as much wealth, as is required to maintain himself; 
but he who desires proprietorship over more than that, must be considered a thief; he 
deserves to be punished. 

cl^fe^" TToR i^dc^o^ I 

A beggar says to the King, "O King! Both of us are Lokanathas. However, if I'm 
Bahuvrlhi compound, you are ShaShthi TatpuruSha!" laaoknaaqa: can be analysed 
into a Bahuvrihi compound as laaok: naaqa: yasya sa: - he whose patrons are the 
people, a beggar. The same compound, analysed into Shashthi tatpurusha, would be 
laaoksya naaqa: - the Lord of the people, the King. 

When a man does not harbour any bad (or unauspicious) thought about any creature, 
to that man of uniform outlook (view) towards all, happiness is there all around (in all 
directions). 

Srefc cPsjfcT ^icf cPSffcf ^Rjfo:OTTT ^f: I 
#cft c^fcT S{ ^ cT^cT ^uR: ch^oilcl | | . 

Clouds in autumn do not cause rain, but they make big sound when they pass 
by.(Where as,) monsoon clouds give rains, without making noice. An inferior person 
just talks, does not do any thing, (but) good a person acts, does not talk (about his 
acts). 

OTfefcraMT ^ vjffaTcT: tftfacft ^TcT: I 

~Z d^Mid focfef lM^4c4: Sldl^ll I I 3^2 #fR"3TTOcT 9o.y^A 

A mortal (a man) with the life of one hundred years even, cannot be free from the 
debts of his parents, from whom the body, which is the root of the four principal 
objects of human life (Dharma, Artha, Kaama and Moksha), has originated 
and by whom it has been nourished. 

<Htel<|l|?Ud ^c§: ^cHmadS^TcWl I ^ ?ich^Nl4 

Immortality and Death both these reside in the body only. Death comes because of 
temptation; and immortality by the truth. 

Llftclfdld ^TT^ ^cT: cf5t cfT ^ oMcf I 

vjTTdT vjTTd^T ^TTTcf cRT: ^T?^fcW I I 3^y. fM2TcTcf5 32 
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In this ever-rotating wheel of birth and death, who that is dead, is not indeed born 
again? But he alone is (considered as) born by whose birth (his) family attains 
eminence. 

Who on earth can not be controlled if his mouth is properly filled (his wants are 
satisfied by you). Even a mrudungam (a musical instrument) makes sweet sound if 
flour is applied to it (flour is applied to mrudungam to make its sound clearer). 

^RT?t THdjcM^ {3$ oil olid trfoScT: I 
3T£fa cjp^t cf51^ ^RTSTt % c£:^: I I . 

In the situations where every thing is about to get distroyed, a wise person 
gives up half (or a part) of what he has. One can live with half of what he wants, but it 
is extremely difficult to withstand loss of everything, 

IfefcTT 2Jc&T: £bdHld)Q: ydfiuMcH I 
fasftUlcd ~Z W^M{: ^M: ^T>Rlc|j^dl : I I ?H(9. 

One should try to develop (relevant) qualities/skills in him rather than making noise 
(showing off irrelevant qualities). A cow cannot be sold by ringing a bell in her neck if 
she cannot be milked (making sweet sound of bell is irrelevant quality where as giving 
milk is a relevant quality of a cow). 

Today's world of advertisement tells us exactly opposite of this. It tells us to attract 
others by attractive packaging rather than contents. But by attractive packaging, one 
can only raise expectations, but can not satisfy them. 

dlfec^d41dcbdlRl6lcl: 2TT3flcT T^J: ^R|b||U|^lc|: I 

^FT ^KcHft oilcJcHlcH: d^3TPT£fci TOT ^TSTRTl I ^C. ^fcT?lTO 

He who is devoid of the arts, of literary composition and music is evidently a beast 
without the tail and horns; That he lives without eating (feeding on) grass is the great 
good fortune of the beasts! 

5T^S: IT^^TTcT^f ^TTHgrfJT: ^ffcT: I I 

He is declared as the best saint, who is not overjoyed when honoured, and does not 
get angry when insulted and also does not speak harsh words when angry. 

^TTKR^ dldill JTfafT i?ldlidRjldcHTOT 1 1 3^0. 
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The oath taken by the wicked person are like the letters written on the water (So much 
temporary !). In contrast, even the informal words uttered by the saintly 
person are like the letters imprinted on rocks! 



cj ^r^neraerTc^TT g^sral : 1 1 3^9. 

It is very very difficult to lift the rock till the peak of the mountain. But it's very very 
easy to get the same rock from the peak to the mountain foot. (You just need to give 
the first push!). In the same way it is very difficult task to induce noble thoughts in to a 
person's mind and to make him/her an good individual. But it's far more simple to 
induce bad habits in a person! 

cpfflefo J|£U||d||d ^cHoolidcb^uii l 

■3g$ yc<|^ch^ll W cTcrfTefa W Mfu^dcH I 1?^. 



A greedy person can be convinced by use of wealth (by giving him bribe). Hot 
tempered person can be convinced by being polite with him. A fool can be convinced 
by making him feel that you are acting as he wants. A wise person can be convinced 
by telling him the gist of the matter. 




clcT: xHMoHId vjRltcT dd^d^te^^rfcT I I 3^3. 

Through unrighteousness a man prospers, for a while; then he experiences good 
fortune, afterwards he conquers his enemies but (at the end ) he perishes, tearing root 
and branch. 

fen M arf M ^ | 

cznfejd^lte M £wf M d^i^i w 1 1 ?^y. 

Knowledge is a friend during travel. Wife is a friend in home. Medicines are the friends 
during illness and our good deeds (Dharma) are friends after death! 

^M^cMdMoHl: l%€TTcT^cTZT3TcfT: I 

Those who are born in a great family and are handsome and young, but 
do not possess any knowledge, are like a beautiful flower without fregnance. 

^^ ^^IdM^^^cbcH cH^I 
dcyMlid ZT^-eftsfcr fecTCRT cTcTT ^Tlf 
cT#?t araRlcdclc^cblWIcH crf^ creJT3TTcr3eJT: 

On your forehead, by Brahma written, is your destiny; That's what decides if you have 
little or lots of money; It matters not whether you seek in a desert or mountain of gold; 
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Don't kneel and crawl before the rich, don't be pitied, be bold. Just watch the water a 
pail can get from a well or mighty sea; The source, you go to, makes no difference in 
a pail's capacity. 

It is destiny that determines one becomes wealthy or poor. So, it does not matter 
where you seek wealth. Therefore, do not go begging or acting servile and pitiably 
with the rich. It does not matter whether you go to a well or the ocean. The amount of 
water you can gather depends only on the size of your pail. Reference to destiny here 
does not imply fatalism,. It indicates the observation by the poet that everything in life 
is not under one's control , and that even after making one's best efforts, what one can 
attain in life depends on one's own innate capabilities .Hence the reference to a pail's 
capacity to hold water. 

oRMidfedcbJl ^t^ildi ^nfcf cTT^5 
uMiKfedcbd~l otlo^id mfeto 1 1 
^fcf 3T?fcT ftM RlddHI^ 

A person who works for benefit the ruler, is disliked by the people. The one who 
works for the welfare of the people, is disliked by the ruler. So, it is difficult to find a 
person who can work for benefit of the both, where he is facing equally strong 
opposition from both the sides. ( it will be very difficult do something which is liked by 
both sides, if their interests are clashing.) This Subhashita is suitable for a situation 
where rulers are not particularly contributing towards the welfare of their subjects, and 
their actions are primarily driven by their own vested interests. 

cJTcff ^T2TO?t £cITcT £JdltM yil^fd I 
doc^l|U||d| aMc^f cJlMo^jd^cHls^ 1 1 ttt. 

The lamp destroys darkness, it brings health and wealth. Lamp is for the welfare of all 
humans. O flame of lamp, I bow to you. 

cTcT ^ ^ cf^ejT^ ^ 1^ ^TT l^cfff^ I 

^IdlkHldim^' cf^Rlillc^ll^leil^^uicH 1 1 S^.RlWJJ^Iui 2.3 

That 'karma' (action), which does not bound the soul back in the life and death cycle is 
the real 'karma'. That 'vidyA' (knowledge) which brings liberation to the soul, is the real 
'vidyA'. Rest all 'karmas' lead just to hardship and rest all forms of knowledge are 
nothing but information specalizations (or stamp collection)! 

According to our Indian culture, liberation of soul (moksha) is the ultimate aim of life. 
There are many paths (yoga) towards moksha. One of the them is 
'niSkAmakarmayoga' (actions without desire). The one, whose actions are driven by 
desire, fails to attain moksha. The karma which is driven by desire is binding to soul 
(i.e. it will add to his pApa (bad deed) or punya (good deed)), and some time later, he 
will either get reward or penalty for the deed. If the same karma is done without any 
desire, or if the person performs the karma just as his duty, without claiming its fruits 
(niShkAmakarma) he does not get any reward or penalty. Those who can practice this 



71 



for their life, can attain moksha. The vidyA which helps in practicing this 
niShkAmakarma is real vidya. 



cff^ fa^d^utocWl I 30o. 

If the person at the peak of his wealth says 'No No'to the poor and needy person then 
be assured that in future that person will have to say 'Give Give'!! 

3T^T^% c[5cT m4 TJO£Rf>f tes^lfd" I 
3°3I^^cT WTclqlclLh 3#TSjrfcl I 1 3(99. 

The bad work ('pApa') done in other places get vanishedin the holy places. In contrast 
the same bad deeds committed in theholy places gets inscribed on the rocks - 
unwashableHThe lesson is that the purest and sacred atmosphere of the holy places 
will transform a person and make him repent on his earliersins! But if at all a person 
does commit sin in such place then itcan never be forgived for having polluted the 
greatness of the place. 

In this meaningless world only one place is worth to live in! And that place is the home 
of father-in-law!And see therefore Lord Shankar stays in himalayas and Lord Vishnu 
stays in the Sea!! (Himalay is father of mother Parvati and Sea is consideredas father 
of Godees Laxmi as she was born from the 'samudra-manthana') 

UcbHift fejgt ^ciiuid loafer I 

A lioness having only one cub relaxes as she is assured thather cub will bring the 
hunt. But the donkey even if having ten children will have to carry her load herself! 

3TM7: geWT erf: ^cT^l^fT cfW: I 
d^K N 73TcTxH<Mk W^ta^rrsfafastacT: 1 1 ?Otf . 

Good character (which is characterised by a good beheviour) is our first (and the most 
importent) duty. Great scholars have said this. So one should preserve/observe them 
greater than one's life. 

ST cTSTI Sfldcl^iclci ^ Tjoctd^ STTdcfT I 

y^ciKdild 5?^ ^rerr ^^a#Fft wft 1 1 

The cold water, sandal paste and cold shade do not give pleasure that much like 
sweet speech gives pleasure. 

cHtUlfed tlloHloi ^IclRjcJcHlaHcHI I 
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The brave people do not like being praised in front of them.They display their valiour 
not by words but by doing difficult deeds. 

^cRJ iter: cf5R I 

cb^ftl rfclc^cl frs^IcT 3R: I I 3(9(9. 

Even the huge mountains may start moving due to the mighty wind at the time of 
dooms day ('pralay'). But the minds of brave persons will never ever get perturbed. 

cHcj^cb clinch cbdjudlcb <H6laH<HI<H I 
cHcH^c^d cl^^c^d ch4ud|cd|d ^IccHcHlcH I \^(9C. 

In the mind, speech and action, the great souls are same, but the wicked are different 
in mind, speech and action. (Wicked people will not be truthful). 

i||c|<|<|ci ^TTcf y^R cfcfTSte^T I 

Oh Lord, please do fulfill this expectation that -In our lives whatever we give to others 
should be greater than whateverwe borrow from others. 

^ ZTTcTT to §TR ETflf yTcTT ^JT ^Ksfl I 
?TlfeT: 3WT wt^t ^ejcfT: | | ^Co. 

Putting in similar context we can pray to Lord that "Oh Lord Please grant me a favour 
that let number of people who get benefited and happy by me be always more than 
those who get harmed and pained by me!" This is an achievable accomplishment for 
an average individual in his/her life time who is longing for material pleasures along 
with a moderate deposit of 'punya' in his/her account!! 

Truth is my mother, knowledge is my father, 'Dharma' is my brother, Mercifulness is 
my friend, Calmness(peacefulness) is my wife and forgiveness my son. There six are 
my kith and keens. When Ravana was forcefully taking away Sita , she had thrown 
few of her ornamentsin a hope that Rama might see those and make his way to her. 

Rama showed these ornaments to Lakshmana and asked if he could recognize those. 
At that moment Lakshmana said - " I do know about Sita's ear rings nor can I identify 
any other ornaments of her. 

Being always at her feet to get her blessings, I can only say that this feet chain 
[nupure) certainly belongs to her". Many salutes to Lakshmana's such pure devotion! 
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After getting the boons from King Dasharatha that Bharata be crowned and Rama be 
sent to forest, Kaikai told Lord Rama that King Dasharatha is not willing to convey the 
sad message to him. So if Rama is interested in following what King Dasharatha 
desires only then she can convey the message. 

At that moment Rama exclaimed with sorrow and mentioned that he could even jump 
into the fire on the command of king Dasharatha. So he requested Kaikai mata to 
order him what King Dasharatha wants. He took oath that he would do whatever King 
Dasharatha says! Shree Rama never gives his words twice! Therefore he is known to 
be ek-vachani (If once said, it will be done at any cost). 

fcPS^cT ctet toT tH^cH ^TfcfcT to I 

When Kaikai asks king Dashratha to give her the boon that Rama be sent to exile - at 
that moment king Dashratha says, "It may happen that this world may survive without 
sun or the crops may grow without water. But without Rama my body will not be able 
to hold the life!" 

This really became true after Rama went to exile - King Dashratha left his body in 
deep sorrow of Rama's separation. 

^T?-ejT: TJcTcTT: felT: W I 

^£Zf^T c], cfo^TT WTT #fuT ^<R||[u| ^TcT: I I 

Mountain look very spectacular from distance. Prostitutes look very beautiful when 
they make-up. War stories are very interesting. All these three things are interesting 
from distance (Better be away from them). 

^TmRf: 3iMl4|U|j STcT facTI I 

An Acharya (spiritual guide- person having knowledge of all Vedas, in modern terms, 
Chancellor of University) is ten times superior to an Upadhyaya (Person who masters 
part of Vedas, in modern terms, a professor), Father is like hundred Acharyas, and 

person's Mother is thousand times superior to Father! ManausmaRiti 

3TTcff £cfR<HdH^£d cTCf: cjpcfflcT TtfjFT: I 
fefa ^Rfesfe c[^T ^[ft TlfcTsTcTT 113^. 

Those who are in distress pray God (They are not real devotees). Those who are 
having some disease follow strict do's and don'ts (They pretend to do 'tapa'). Those 
who are poor wish to make some donations (They feel they are generous) and a old 
aged lady portrays herself as having good character! 
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'SuBAshitkAr' says that many people only act as if they possess good virtues. Many 
times it's only due to some circumstances. 

3TtcF5t ^T3ra?t &f 2TtcF5t ^T?T^ SjjcRT I 

These sentences are uttered by Kausalya, mother of Lord Rama. When Rama was 
exiled by his father King Dashratha, Kausalya in deep grief said bad words to her 
husband even though she knew that it was not her husband's fault. Later she realised 
her fault and then she says - Sorrow kills ones patience, sorrow makes forget one's 
ability to distinguish between good and bad, sorrow takes away all good qualities and 
thus the sorrow is the biggest enemy of an individual. Thus one should not give 
himself/herself in the hands of sorrow. 
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